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The Scripture in Parallel Form

Hansard Knolly's Comments

Meditation.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the King of Saints, and the King of Sion, and shall be King over all the Earth, Rev. 15:3; Psalms 2:6; and Zach. 14:9.


1.
The Lord Jesus Christ Sits up His Kingdom of grace in the hearts of believers, Luke 17:20.  The kingdom of God is within you.  This is the kingdom of God's grace, which reigns through righteousness, unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans 5:21.  The Lord is our King and He will save us, Isaiah  33:22.  Thus Christ is Throned and Crowned in the day when any soul is espoused unto Him as a chaste virgin, 2 Cor. 11:2.  Go forth ye Daughters of Jerusalem, and behold King Solomon with the Crown, wherewith his Mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, Can. 3:11.  The love of which espousals Jesus Christ never forgets, but it is always fresh upon His heart, Jer. 2:2,3.  I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of three espousals.


2.
The Lord Jesus Christ Sits up His kingdom in Sion, among His Saints in His Churches, in Gospel times.  This was foretold by His holy Prophets, Isaiah 24:23, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Sion, even in Jerusalem.  Also Micah 4:6,7: In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that halteth and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted, and I will make here, that halteth a remnant, and her that was cast far off a great Nation, and the Lord shall reign over them in mount Sion from hence forth ever for ever.  Which Prophecies were in part fulfilled, when Christ came in the flesh, Zach. 9:9, 16 [and John 12:15, Fear not O Daughter of Sion, behold thy King comes,]  Called His 12 Apostles and instructed them concerning His kingdom, Acts 1:3.  The Keys of the Kingdom of His church, of Sion, He gave to His Apostles, Matthew 16:18, 19.


3.
The Lord Jesus Christ will sit up His Kingdom on the Earth in this world, to wit, a Kingdom of righteousness, Psalms 45:6 and Hebrews 1:8.  But unto the Son, God said, Thy Throne O God is for ever and ever, a Scepter of Righteousness is the Scepter of thy Kingdom, Isaiah 32:1.  Behold A King shall reign in Righteousness, Jer. 23:5,6.  And a King shall reign and prosper, and this is His Name, whereby He shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness, He shall execute Judgment and Justice in the Earth, and Jer. 33:14-16.  The open vision of this kingdom of Christ is given to the faithful witnesses, who shall rise and prophesy, saying, The Kingdoms of this world are become the Kingdom of Our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever, Rev. 11:3-17.  The God of Heaven will sit up this kingdom of Christ, in the days of the Kings of the world, Daniel 2:44.  And will give it unto Christ His Son, Daniel 7:12-14 and to His Saints, Dan. 7:27.  All Dominions shall serve and obey Him.


This King shall have three sorts of Enemies opposing Him in these His kingdoms, who say (as those Citizens did in Luke 19:14), " We will not have this man to reign over us."  Concerning whom Christ will say, (As that Noble Man did in the Parable touching the kingdom, Luke 19:27),  "But those mine Enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me."

The Natural Man

First, the Natural Man is an Enemy unto Christ's kingdom of grace, Romans 8:7: The carnal mind is enmity against God; The natural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, I Cor. 2:14.  But is alienated and an Enemy to Christ, and the kingdom of His grace in the hearts of His people, through wicked works, until he be converted and reconciled, Col. 1:21.


Secondly, The Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition is an Enemy unto Christ's Kingdom in Sion, 2 Thess. 2:3-8: Who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped, and that in the Temple of God (the Churches of Christ so called, Ephesians 2:19-22).  This is Antichrist that denies the Father and the Son, I John 2:22.  The Beast, and the False Prophet, who would keep the people of God in Babylon, and would not suffer them to return to Sion, but makes war against Christ and His Saints, Revelation 19:19-21: And the Beast was taken, and with him the false prophet, who deceived them, that had received the mark of the beast and them that worshipped his Image, and were destroyed.


Thirdly, A Mighty Man, who shall arise and will be an Enemy unto Christ's Kingdom in the earth, as Doeg against David, Psalms 52:1, 5, 6, 7.  Or as Herod against Christ, Matthew 2:1, 2, 3, 16.  Or that other Herod with his Men of War, who sit Christ at nougat, Luke 23:11.  The great day of the Lord is near, it is meet, and hastes greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord, the Mighty man shall cry there bitterly, Zeph. 1:4, 6, 8, 9, 12, 14.  This mighty man is he, that in the time of the fourth kingdom upon earth shall arise after the ten Kings are arisen.  And he shall be diverse from them, and he shall subdue three Kings or Kingdoms, and the Saints shall be given into his hands for 42 months, but the judgment shall sit and they shall take away his Dominion to consume and to destroy it to the end.  Dan. 7:23-27.

An Exposition of the First Chapter of the 

Song of Solomon; London: 1656; pps. 54-56.

THE INTRODUCTION
to 
2 Thessalonians Chapter 2

Paul is speaking about events which will happen between the First and Second Comings of Jesus Christ.  These events are gradual. They cover a long period of time.   We need to separate ourselves from all Babylonian concepts of prophecy in order to understand these points.
Babylonian Concepts are always 

NATURAL AND NATIONAL
The Protestant Pedobaptist Nationalist concept.  


This is, the Pope of Rome is always the Antichrist.  Rome is the Visible church, the Temple of God.  Get rid of the Pope, then the church is free from the Man of Sin.


We reject this because the Roman Catholic Church is not now, nor has it ever been the true church of Jesus Christ.  Papal Rome is built on infant's baptism and the union of church and state.  The Papal Church includes most, if not all, heathen superstitions and rites.  It has mixed these with some forms of apostate Judaism to bring about an apostate form of Christianity so called.


Further, Paul did not say the Man of Sin would sit in Babylon as God, until Jesus Christ came and drove Him out by outshining him.  Obviously Christ is not going to return to Babylon and drive out Antichrist.  He will simply destroy Babylon with all its parts and members when He chooses to do so.


Therefore, this Protestant Pedobaptist Nationalistic view of prophecy must be rejected even though it has taken captivity most, if not all, older Baptist thought until this present century. 

SATAN IS THE ANTICHRIST 

Granted, the Pope is an Antichrist, but He is not THE ANTICHRIST.  Satan is THE ANTICHRIST and his ministers are but antichrists.  The Pope has never sit in the gospel church, as a person.   The same spirit and power who is within the Pope also Sits in most ministers in most churches.


Granted, the Pope has cast out of his mouth a flood of persecution against the saints and the churches of the saints, but so have the infidels and the Jews.  So have the Protestants.  So have the heathens.  They are all under the power of THE ANTICHRIST. 


When this Scripture is fulfilled, the Man of Sin draws some of the gospel ministers and saints to himself and makes them earthly, but he does not draw them ONLY TO PAPAL ROME.   They often have been drawn to Calvin's Geneva or to John Gill's Law and Grace mixture.

Gospel churches start out orderly and properly.  Then they apostatize so badly that Satan Sits in them as a god by means of his ministers.  The gospel church does not apostatize all at once so as to cease being a church or a Gospel Temple.  The Gospel Temple has ministers within it who are like Judas, the Son of Perdition.  They too betray Jesus Christ for money.  These Judas-like ministers denominate and control the church in such a way that she is only rid of them when Jesus Christ comes either in gospel power in regeneration and conversion to reclaim His Temple, or at His Personal, Bodily Second Coming when He simply outshines Satan's ministers and drives them out of the Gospel Temple.  This does not deny that the saints often are outnumbered.  They leave the apostate temple and start another Gospel Temple when Christ causes and enables them to do so.


SATAN CANNOT SIT IN THE HEAVENLY GOSPEL TEMPLE
So he Sits therein by means of his angels or messengers.  

The Futuristic National Concept.  


This speaks of some world wide power or person who rises up and persecutes the natural Jews.  They are first regathered back into their Holy Land. This would make the third or fourth time they have been "regathered."  Usually this power is spoken of as a person.  In my lifetime, I have seen Hitler and Sadaam Hussane identified as THE ANTICHRIST.  Of course, they were not.  The international bankers have used this to a great advantage.  This too is a national and natural system.

We reject this view because the Old Testament Scriptures have been fulfilled by Jesus Christ at His first Coming.  The physical land of the O. T. Hebrews has often been taken back from the so-called unbelievers many times, some times for several years.  The Roman and Greek Catholics did this on several occasions.  


In addition, this view ignores the fulfillment of the first covenant and everything that relates to it.  This view supposes that the first covenant will replace the Everlasting Covenant during some supposed carnal millennium after Christ returns the second time.  Or else, some claim that God the Father will have the natural Jews in a natural covenant while God the Son has His Church under His Everlasting Covenant, all at the same time during a carnal millennium.  Think on that for a moment.  It destroys everything the New Covenant teaches that Christ accomplished by His death, burial and resurrection.  For instance, where does the Bible teach us that God the Father has a people in separation and in distinction from His Son?   Did not Christ die to make BOTH JEW AND GENTILE INTO ONE NEW MAN and place them in one new body, the gospel church?  Paul sure thought so and said so in Ephesians 2.


The separate peoples' view is also founded upon incorrect views of the Holy Trinity and the Atonement of Jesus Christ.  Granted, in Romans Paul spoke of the Jews being grafted back in. But grafted back into what?  Certainly not into the wild olive tree.  JESUS CHRIST IS THE TREE INTO WHICH ALL GOD'S PEOPLE ARE GRAFTED.  When any Jew is converted He is grafted back into Jesus Christ.  If the Nation of Israel is a saved nation and exists with the other saved nations in the glory or eternal age, after Christ's Second Coming and the New Heavens and the Earth, then along with all the other saved nations, saved Israel will walk in the light of and come into the CITY OF THE LIVING GOD, THE NEW JERUSALEM, the glorified gospel church in the final state, Matthew 25 and Revelation 21 and 22.

It may be that those who always preach and teach about natural things, do so simply because they too are only natural.

THE WEAKNESS OF THESE TWO SYSTEMS

1)
They are built on a National and Natural system:



a.
Natural offspring making up natural churches;




1.
Pedobaptists do this by infant baptism;




2.
Natural Jews do this by natural circumcision.



b.
National Churches:




1.
Pedobaptists have a union with the state;




2.
So does National Israel.



c.
Goals, save these national systems:




1.
Protestants do so by getting rid of the Pope;




2.
Zionists do so by killing Hussane's woman and children.



d.
The Dispensationalists are bent on rebuilding national Israel under a natural covenant in a natural land with a natural temple and natural sacrifices.  They are naturalists.  Note 1 Cor. 2:14 in this light.  



e.
The Pedobaptists want either a Papal Rome, a Luther's Germany, a Calvin's Geneva, a Knox's Scotland, a Henry's England, or Mather's New England.



2)
Why This Hurts Christ's People:



a.
When the Trumpet gives an uncertain sound then God's children are confused because they have no knowledge of what to believe nor what to do or what to expect nor how to live, or perform good and holy works.  Jesus taught us to watch and pray that that day not come upon us unawares.  There is no word about it not coming unaware upon natural Israel.



b.
God's little children are mistreated often by the antichristian and Babylonian concepts so badly that their Christian life is one of guilt, frustration and emptiness.  They never experience the fullness of Jesus Christ nor the wisdom of God revealed to them in and by His Gospel churches, Ephesians 3.



c.
Christ's little sheep experience the joys of their salvation so infrequently and in such weak manifestations, that they have little or only momentary peace and assurance.  Because they are robbed of their mystical union and oneness with Christ in His body and ordinances, wherein is found His fullness that CONFIRMS them in His faith, order, worship and works, they walk weak and famished in a waste land.


3)
How Does This Happen?



a.
Certainly this is according to the will of God for reasons known only to Himself.  Antichrist Sits within each of God's elect before Christ comes and casts him out.  Christ then Sits within the newly quickened saint.



b.
False views about the Holy Trinity always bring about false views about the atonement and its fruits.



c.
These produce false views about the church and its ministry, members and ordinances.



d.
False views about the manner of how and where God dwells during the New Covenant Age, which is within each saint, and within each gospel church, leads to Antichristian views.  (Certainly He is in heaven, but the saints and their churches are in heaven.)



e.
False views as to how the Man of Sin comes and dwells within the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the mortal body of the believer, and then, by this he slowly indwells the Temple of God, the gospel church.

OBJECTION

You seem to be saying that Christ and the Man of Sin both dwell within the saint and within the gospel church.  How can they both dwell together in the same house and at the same time?



ANSWER

Christ does come and indwells by faith.  Christ comes as a King.  As a King the first thing He does is conquer and bind Satan.  Then He casts him out.  This is done within, upon the spiritual or inner man.  The problem is this, the inner man is prefect after Christ comes.  He cannot sin, but human beings are more than the inner man.  The area of the war is within the mind and upon the mortal body. (Remember the earth in Revelation 12?)  The total and complete man is involved.  The mind is not yet like the inner man, nor is the body.  They will never be in this life. They shall be in the resurrection and glorification.  The inner man is reached first and then Christ reaches out to the mind or understanding. Through it, the outer man is lastly brought to a gospel conversion and walk, Ephesians 4:17-32; Rom. 12:1,2.  The renewing of the mind is what enables us to put on the new man outwardly and orderly.  When Christ comes and teaches us, in our understanding, about His ways, then the inner man works with the mind and brings the outward man into visible order and gospel conformity to Jesus Christ, I John 5:5 to the end.  Of course this is all by Christ's power,  (His power is the Holy Spirit), Phil. 2.

The Mortal Body of the Believer is the Temple of the Holy Spirit

The Temple Warfare Seen in 8 Points

1.
The problem area is the mind. Please note Romans 7 in this light. The mind is the link between the inner and outer man.  Sometimes this is called the heart.  We are never to let it be afraid or troubled.  Daniel King's A Discovery of Some Troublesome Thoughts, 1653, is a tremendous work showing these points.  His Self, the Grand Enemy of Jesus Christ, London; 1650, also clarifies these points. The mind must be renewed before the saint can realize that he has been transformed from this world into the heavenly world.  (I am not speaking of dying and going to heaven.)  Christ comes in a mighty way and uses the means of His preached and taught written word, in most cases, to accomplish this. That is why He has given His churches of saints His Written Word with the Ordinances of Preaching and Hearing. See Romans 7 and 12:1-3.


2.
Until the Lord enables the mind to come to a gospel comprehension, , in addition to the immediate and direct quickening experience upon the inner man, the birth from above, the entire man cannot yet enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.  He can see it by the birth from above, but cannot comprehend it, find it, nor enter into it until Christ, as His prophet, teaches him more fully.  Then he is born of the Water. This is a gospel begetting,  Paul said "I have begotten you though the gospel." It is in addition to his having already been born of the Spirit.  Those who enter into the Kingdom are first born of the Spirit, or from above, and then born out of the water of baptism in A FIGURATIVE WAY.  This watery birth is not a real nor conditional birth or ordinance in any way.  It is a confirming ordinance during which Christ and His heavenly way are opened up and confirmed more completely unto the believer.  Remember always that baptism is only a figurative saving, I Peter 3:21.  Also remember that baptism is a CONFIRMING ordinance and not a CONVEYING ordinance nor a condition to be obeyed in order to secure eternal life.  In baptism Christ and His heavenly system are confirmed to us but not conveyed to us.  In baptism Christ confirms to us that He has already conveyed us up into the heavens with Him.  It is known as a birth out of water because it is the start of a new, living, heavenly walk and way.

3.
While in this condition, before the mind is renewed so as to see this transformation fully from the earthly world and its systems, now, into the heavenly world, with all its systems and glories, there are many old Babylonian thoughts, doctrines and practices which the Man of Sin uses to enslave and bind the outer man and the mind so as to keep him from the fullness of Christ and His inheritance in His heavenlies.  Of course, this only lasts until the Sun of Righteousness arises with healing in His wings.  He arises and the radiance (Rev. 1) of His bright shinning face outshines the Man of Sin and drives him out of the mind.  Yes, Satan comes back and tries to dominate, but he cannot dominate the mind because of the Lord's power.


4.
Unfortunately, when a Saint comes into a Gospel church, he brings parts and pieces of Babylon into God's Temple, the gospel church.  This happens because the saint is not perfect in his mind nor in his body.

5.
We all do this.  But, in the gospel church, the Sun of Righteousness arises with healing in His wings.  He shines so brightly that He outshines Satan.  This drives out the Man of Sin from the mind of the Saint.  When this is done, this helps the saint flee from sin, evil and Antichrist's bondage and Babylon in all its forms.  The saint will not be totally free, however, until the resurrection.


6.
As each living child of God is driven by God's decrees to their own isle of Patmos, they, too, have John-like experiences, but not by immediate dreams and visions.  First, they are turned by Christ's loud gospel call.  They, too, see His face shinning brighter than the noon day sun.  They too, after being turned from self and BABYLONIANISM, FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM AS A DEAD MAN.


7.
They, too, see the great mysteries which pass between Christ and His spouse, or gospel church.  They too, see Him receiving in His own and rejecting and casting out all outward organizations which are not His and have only an outward form of godliness without God's power.  He turns away from those who have the form but not the power of godliness and spews them out of His mouth.


8.
After each living child of God learns the basics of visible and orderly godliness, in both its form and power, he is, by Christ, carried further on into the higher heavenlies.  Then he too hears "sweet Jesus unto him say-come thou with me away."  Like John, he too hears a "come up hither." Jesus carries the saint up further into the heavenlies.  He is able to see all these great things John saw.  Like John, he cannot understand them now, but shall by and by.  As the truth become an experience, and then a way of life, the meaning of these mysteries becomes more and more clear.  They never will be clear until the day of Christ's Second coming when all things shall be open and known.


Remember, this is often a very long road filled with a hard experience or a series of experiences.  In addition, when Christ comes and shines brightly, then, and only then, will the remains of self and the Man of Sin be driven out from this first Temple of Christ, the Saint's mortal body, which is also called the Temple of the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel Church is The Temple of God

After saints are brought by Christ into a union or oneness with Him inwardly, then He brings them into a oneness with Him outwardly and orderly with His people and ordinances.  Then they enter into a mystical union with others to form a gospel church.  When the Holy Spirit effects this outward and orderly oneness, these Saints manifest that they are the habitation, shire or Temple of God, Ephesians 2:13-21.  The entire Trinity of Deity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, dwells on earth, in a spiritual way, in this gospel center, the Temple of God.  In this Temple, God's presence, glory and knowledge is manifested little by little, glory to glory, in part now and in part later, because of the weakness and inability of fallen, redeemed, but yet, unglorified human nature and its inability to stand before the fullness of the Son in all His radiance.


In the process of time, God brings tares into His field or vineyard with His wheat.  This is done so that they who are approved may be manifested as the children of God.  This always causes problems.  Immoral living also causes problems.  Paul pointed out this order occurring between the first and second comings of Jesus Christ:


1.
Apostasy;


2.
The Man of Sin sitting in the Temple of God;


3.
The revealing of the Man of Sin in the Temple of God;


4.
The appearing and shinning of Christ which destroys the Man of Sin.


This is an often recurring chain of events in every saint's life and in each generation of this age of all ages.  This course of events unfolds constantly and many times between the first and second comings of Jesus Christ.  It will grow only when God lets it.  God holds it back in many cases.  Then, in the last days of this great age, these events of evil will go almost unchecked to bring about the total and final apostasy in most of the Gospel Temples.  They, too, will become apostate and only dead forms without the power of God.  The saints of God will be much persecuted and scattered by the forces of evil.  But, there shall be a small remnant who will be here when Christ returns.  Except Christ shortens these last days, there will no flesh be saved.  But, for the elect's sake, He shall shorten the days.


In order to understand this treatise the following points will be helpful:

The Apostasy

1.
Satan's evil has been kept in check by some Biblical principles maintained 

by many different religious groups.


2.
The apostate system gains control of the natural religions in the Western 


world.


3.
As these natural religions of the Western world give way to Satan's flood 


and are changed, so the gospel churches become engulfed by the flood of 


apostasy.


4.
This all happens because the serpent's flood overcomes all earthly things 


in one way or another.  An example is, the apostate and false churches are 

finally giving in to the demands of the sodomites.


5.
The glory of Jesus Christ, from within the Gospel Temple has held back 


the devil's flood until now.


6.
The glory of Christ is His saved, taught and orderly gospel ministry, the 


messengers of the churches of saints, 2 Cor. 8.  Soon they are overcome in 


the gospel churches by the flood of reprobate ministers and members who 


come in unawares, Jude 4-6, Acts 20:20-30.


7.
Satan's flood is complete when this happens:



a.
Satan has taken over the home and family;



b.
Satan has taken over civil order and governments;



c.
Satan has trodden down the outer court of the Temple of God, the 



natural churches, and lastly he attempts to overcome the true 



Gospel Temple, Rev. 11:1-2.


8.
When the flood comes into God's Temple the glory of Christ departs, His 


ministers, and goes elsewhere.  The faithful remnant leave the apostate 


remains and start over again elsewhere.


9.
The apostate Temple has the outward form only without God's power.

        10.
He who restrains is the Holy Spirit restraining within the gospel church 


by means of His ministers and members.  At the appointed time, the 


restraining power is moved out of the Temple and the Man of Sin has 


full sway.  There is no such thing as a rapture of the church or saints.  


There is a Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

Natural Conformity to Natural O. T. Morality

The Papists and Protestant religions are walking a tight rope between the occult and O. T. natural morality.  They are the earthly, buffer zone which opens its mouth and takes in Satan's occult system of evil.  They are the outer court of the Temple which is given to the Gentiles to trod down.  When this occult system takes over totally the Papists and Protestants, then the Temple of God is next.  We should remember these outward and natural religions did, for a long time, stand against such occult concepts as lesbianism, gay-rights, sodomy, the murder of the unborn children, and the state owning the child over the parents owning the child. Apostate Baptists are but another example of those overcome by the flood.  


When the woman flees into the wilderness, she ceases to be open and visible to the world.  She meets in homes, caves, dens and mountain tops and valleys.  When Satan casts out his flood of apostasy the Man of Sin rides in supported by hell's ship, the occult.  Certainly the occult has always been here, but not to the total degree that it now is, or shall be.


The apostasy is the falling away.  Certainly there has always been these conditions here and there.  But they have never been universal and open.  They have never before taken in the entire phase of Eastern and Western world life, except in Noah's times.

The Man of Sin

1.
Satan is the Antichrist;


2.
He becomes visible in "the Man of Sin."


3.
The Man of Sin is the religious representative of Satan.


4.
The Man of Sin speaks of any and all false ministers even as the true 


ministers are known as the Man of God.


5.
Satan sits in God's Temple by means of his ministers even as Christ sits 


in God's Temple by means of His ministers.

The Restraining of the Man of Sin

This restraining of the Man of Sin is in the Gospel Temple.  This holding back occurs until God gives the Temple over to false ministers and members. Then the Man of Sin is revealed in his own time to the saints and true ministers.  This all happens within the Temple of God.  The Man of Sin is restrained within the Temple of God until he is revealed.  He is revealed by God in his own time.  The restraining happens until He who restrains shall be taken out of the way or midst.  Only after the restraining One is taken out of the midst, is the Man of Sin revealed.  The restraining One is the Holy Spirit working within the Gospel Church by means of His gifts or true ministers.  When the true ministers are taken out of the churches, then the Man of Sin is revealed.  The Man of Sin will continue in the dead Temples, as God, after he is revealed, until Christ returns and destroys him fully.

The Temple of God at Christ's Second Coming

When Christ comes the Second Time, He will destroy all parts and members of Antichrist, including the Man of Sin and the Whore of Babylon.  Often times, at gospel conversion, Christ does this in His elect.  Some times He even reclaims a drifting Gospel Ship or Church.


After Christ's second coming, the Temple of God enters into its New Jerusalem state as described in Revelation 21 and 22.  Then the Temple of God shall enter into its final state and become the New Jerusalem in its final and eternal state.  There will be no temple there because Christ dwells therein as the Temple. Christ will then present the church in its final and perfected state, Ephesians 5.  It is at this time that the end comes and Christ delivers up the Kingdom to His Father.  Then all things which offend shall be purged out of it.

The Trinitarian Epics Happen to Both the Church as the Temple of God 

and the Saint as the Temple of the Holy Spirit.
The Saint is the Temple of the Holy Spirit 


1. 
In the Father, or Eternal Union. The Saints of God were first in our Father and then given by Him to Christ from all eternity by a covenant union.  This we call eternal union, 2 Tim. 1:9.  Our Father gave us to Christ in eternal union, John 17 and Hebrews 2, . 


2.
In Adam.  The saints were placed in Adam in a Federal and Natural union, Romans 5 and I Corinthians 15.  In this they fell with Adam.


3.
In Christ by accomplished Redemption. When Christ became flesh and blood, the Saints were placed in Him in an redemptive union which fulfills the eternal covenant, Romans 8:28-31; Hebrews 2.  This redemption includes:



a.
Our recovery by quickening and conversion; (effectual calling)



b.
Our present new life with the inner man in the heavenlies now; 



(the maintenance and obedience of faith)



c.
Our eternal state when the entire man is recovered and glorified. 


The Temple of God In Old and New Testament Manifestations

1.
The Old Testament Temple included the:



a.
Tabernacle of Moses;



b.
Solomon's Temple;



c.
The Recovery Temple of Ezra and Nehemiah.


2.
The New Testament Temple includes:



a.
Christ's mortal flesh and blood, or the Temple of His body which 


the Jews destroyed and He raised up after 3 days and nights:




1.
The legal life of Christ under the law of Moses, until His 




baptism; Luke 2. (This started to fall at John, Luke 16:16 




and was totally fulfilled at His death, 2 Cor. 3 and 4 with 




Colossians 2.)




2.
The baptized life of Christ, under grace, wherein He 




started away from the Law of Moses, Matt. 3. The heavens 




were opened unto Him.




3.
The  post-resurrected life of Christ under only grace in the 




new, living, heavenly way, Acts 1, Galatians 2.

AND:


b.
The Gospel Church, by means of its members, who are His flesh 



and blood, Ephesians 5.



c.
The New Jerusalem State, which will include Christ as the 



Temple of God, the glorified Spouse or the New Jerusalem and the 



Saved Nations.


In the New Jerusalem state, the Trinity of Glory is manifested fully in Christ, His Spouse and the Saved Nations.  During this time, in the eternal new heaven and new earth, the saved nations will come into the Holy City and learn the ways of Christ more fully and completely until they also come into the total oneness of His will and ways, Revelation 21 and 22.  I believe this is when Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will find the Holy City and sit down in it. The children of the kingdom shall be cast out, (reprobate Hebrews).  This is when the elect of all the nations, who have not been brought into the gospel system of Jesus Christ, in this life, shall be brought into it along with all the Old Testament saints.  Now, these elect are brought to know Christ, and by Him, God. They receive eternal life now.  Then, they shall come into the fullness of Christ.

In this New Jerusalem state, the total saint will be totally glorified in his mind, body and spirit.  His spirit or inner man is now glorified or perfected.  Then, the mind and body shall be.  

TO ARRIVE AT CHRIST'S DAY

Before we see the day of Christ, the Temple of God must undergo these epics:


1.
Become erected, by Christ, during His personal ministry;


2.
Became indwelt by The Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost;


3.
Apostatize, in the general and universal manner, in the last days, (there is 

a true and faithful remnant in the wilderness);


4.
Become indwelt by the Man of Sin, after the Holy Spirit leaves the Temple;


5.
The Man of Sin will be revealed to God's elect;


6.
The Man of Sin will be destroyed by Christ's brightness at His personal 


coming;


7.
Christ will undo him by the Spirit of His mouth;


8.
Christ will bring him to nothing by His bright shinning at His coming.

The 3 Epics Seen Again:


1.
Moses' Tabernacle;


2.
Solomon's Temple;


3.
Christ's Temple, the Gospel Church.

These Necessities:

We must remember these necessities according to the will of God.  The Temple is to arise, to be built, to be indwelt by God, to apostatize, and then God will depart from it.  When this happens the Man of Sin will dwell therein until Christ comes.


The Man of Sin in the Temple of God arises by Apostasy when the Restraining One is removed.  Then the Man of Sin is revealed as one who is sitting in the Temple or Church, as God.  He will continue in this position until Christ comes.

Satan's System

Satan is the real and true Antichrist.  He has his evil system.  This system is not limited to one manifestation such as Phariseeism, but embraces everything which is contrary to Christ's system.  In addition to Judaism, we can cite Scofieldism, Papalism, Protestantism, Masonry, Islam, British Israelism, ect.,, which are all parts of Satan's system.


In the last days, this system of Satan will be universal and absolute.  It will be characterized by apostasy, the occult and the morality of Sodom and Gomorra.  Remember, Sodom and Gomorra, with the other cities of the plains which were destroyed, were not cities built by the white races, but by the black races.  The Cannanites were the descendants of Cannan the Son of Ham.  Ham is the father of the black races.


Finally, kind and patient reader, I realize how hard it is to separate from the established views of eschatology.  However, this must be done if we are going to understand more of the Scriptures.  I know I have repeated some things several times, but I have done so to acclimate you to the very different and perhaps strange views sit forth in these following pages.  I hope you will be visited by Christ while you read these pages even as I have while writing them.
DEFINITIONS 

In the Apostle's days there were false teachers who were teaching several false doctrines among the churches.  One false doctrine was that Christ had already come the Second Time and the resurrection from the dead had occurred.  Paul's remarks reassured the saints that the Second Coming and Resurrection had not yet occurred.  He urged this by reminding them of some basics which must happen before Christ returns.  These are:


1.
The Apostasy;


2.
The Sitting of the Man of Sin in the Temple of God;


3.
The Unvailing of the Man of Sin sitting in the Temple of God as God.

This showed the saints had not missed the Second Coming of Jesus Christ no matter what false teachers were saying.  While there are often and many COMINGS OF CHRIST, yet there was only ONE FINAL AND GRAND PERSONAL SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST AND OUR GATHERING TOGETHER UNTO HIM. Several important points must be understood in Paul's expectations:

       
1.   
The Temple of God,

4.
The Coming of Antichrist;

       
2.   
The Man of Sin,

5.
The Coming of Christ;

3.
The Unavailing,

6.
The Destruction of Antichrist.
Remember, Paul wrote to the saints BEFORE the apostasy, BEFORE the Man of Sin arose and sat in the Gospel Temple.  We live AFTER this has happened.

What is meant by  "The Temple of God?"
Negatively:
We do not mean the Hebrew or Jewish Temple at Jerusalem.  

Proofs: 

1.
No Sacred Writer ever used "(" IN THE SACRED WRITING in the New Testament, nor the Greek Old Testament, to refer to the material, earthly or physical Temple built at Jerusalem. The closest to it is when the hired, false witnesses among the Jews said Jesus said, "destroy the Temple of God and I will raise it in 3 days."  Remember, Jesus did not say "the temple of God," but He did say "destroy this temple" referring to His own body.

   
2. 
Nor do we mean any material building made of wood, stones, brick or any other materials.  The Temple of God under the New Testament is not the material church meeting-house commonly referred to as the "church."


3.
Nor do we mean any apostate form of religion such as the Roman or Greek Catholic churches.

Positively:
     
1.   
The Sacred Writers called the saints The Temple of God when they were in visible, manifested gospel order.   The Temple of God is the Gospel Church.   

Proofs:  


The sacred writers distinguished between the Temple of God, built of the saints in gospel order, by the Holy Spirit, and the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the mortal body of each saint. 



a.
The physical body of the believer is a member of Christ's body (I mean his physical, glorified body now in heaven) as well as being a member of His mystical body, the gospel church here on earth.  In addition, note that this physical, mortal body of the believer is called the Temple of the Holy Spirit, I Corinthians 6:12-20;  I Cor. 10:16-18; I Cor. 12:12-31.   Please note that in a mystical way, the saint who sins with a harlot is said to join Christ to a harlot.



b.
The saints, in these mortal bodies, as the members of Christ, (both orderly and spiritually) when they come together into gospel order, make up the Temple of God, 2 Cor. 6:14-18,  Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-10.  The reason each saint should be separated both in body and spirit, from Antichrist and all moral evil is because, if they are not, they involve both Christ and the church in that sin because of their union together with the church and with Christ.   Shall one member suffer and the whole body not suffer? 


Before Protestantism captured the old Baptist writers, they too distinguished between the Temple of the Holy Spirit and the Temple of God.  The Temple of God always referred to the Gospel Church of Jesus Christ under the New Covenant.  The Temple of the Holy Spirit referred to the believer's mortal body.  See for example, the Introduction to the 1646 edition of the First London Confession of Faith.

What do we mean by "The Man of Sin?"
 Negatively:
     
1.   
We do not mean a single man, but an apostate system maintained by Satan's ministers in the place of Jesus Christ's system, within the Churches of Jesus Christ.

Positively:
Satan's System Maintained by His Ministers
     
1.   
There will be an evil system sitting in the Gospel Church. It will be unveiled to God's elect before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  This system is called "The Man of Sin."

     
2.
The Man of Sin, which is within the Gospel Church or Temple of God, is there by means of Satan's ministers. They also appear, with Christ's ministers, as messengers of light, 2 Cor. 11:1-15.  Satan's false messengers seduce and lead astray Christ's Bride even as Satan did Eve, except when the Lord outshines Satan.  



3.
By this Man of Sin, or son of perdition, who sits in the Gospel Temple, Paul meant there will be false ministers in the gospel churches.  They will be there until Christ outshines them.  Christ does this either through His gospel message preached by His gospel ministers, or in the last day by His own Personal and Bodily presence at His Second Coming. 


4.
Paul also called the Man of Sin "the Son of Perdition."  Jesus Christ referred to Judas as the "Son of Perdition," John 17:12.  This speaks of any visible minister who is within the Gospel Church and sells out Jesus to the system of Antichrist for money like Judas did.  This refers to most Baptist preachers today. 


The early Christians were told to expect "a Man of Sin" who would sit in the Gospel Temple as very God Himself.  He would be empowered by Satan.  The Man of Sin sits in the Gospel Temple by means of false ministers sitting in the particular, gospel churches of Jesus Christ. 

OBJECTION

This Scripture speaks of one "Man of Sin" in one Temple of God. Would not that mean just one of each as the Scofieldites and Larkenites are saying?  Why then are you saying there are many?

ANSWER

In the Greek Text the Genitive usage of the Greek Article refers to many objects under one heading.  Examples:


1.
Christ loved The Church, not some universal church which is only loved and the gospel or particular church is not loved;


2.
The Sin of the World,  does not refer to one isolated sin, such as unbelief, nor the Adamic sin, which is spiritual death, but all the sins of the elect of God.

Daniel King answered this type of objection referring to The Body of Christ:

King's Answer to the Invisible Church Quakers and Seekers:

ONE Body, yet this hindered not but in visible order of walking, there was at that time, many Bodies, 1 Cor.  12:27.  Paul tells the Corinthians, they were the Body of Christ, Rom. 12:7 he says, WE BEING MANY ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST, speaking of the Romans that were Saints.  The Ephesians were a Body, Eph. 4:16 for the body was to be edified in love, by the members.  Now, no one member could edify the universal Body (except an Apostle by his writings) but this Exhortation concerns every particular member.  Therefore he means such a body, where the members had communion so as they might edify one another.  The Scripture speaks of such Bodies which had administrations among them, which have in them, some to see, called, an Eye, some to hear, called, the Ear.  Some to administer, called, the Hand. Some to support, called, the Foot.  Which cannot be done in the general, but in a particular body walking together, and yet all these are but one body in Christ, in the unity of the Spirit.  So there were several Bodies in Asia, Rev. 2 and 3, and Gal. 1:1 and he himself confesses particular Bodies, or Churches, page 306.  Yea and visible Churches, pages 145 and 175.  Yet all but one, in unity of the Spirit.  So Paul calls Christ, THE APOSTLE OF OUR PROFESSION, Heb. 3:1.  Yet this hindered not the being of twelve Apostles in those times. And they are to be acknowledged Apostles of our Profession too.  So that this arguing is but a sound without substance.  

Some Beams of Light, Edinburgh, 1656, page 162

How Christ and Anti-Christ Sit in the Temple of God 


Therefore, even as Jesus Christ sits in the visible or outward form or organization of God's Temple by His able ministers of the New Covenant, so, after the apostasy, Satan will sit in these visible or outward forms or organizations by his ministers.

Judas-Like Ministers

Judas-like ministers will be in the place of Christ's ministers in the Gospel Temple.  They will sell out Christ. They are the religious promoters of Nimrod's secret religious mysteries in union with Moses' system.  The Judas-like ministry shall be in the churches as Christ's ministers, but they shall betray Jesus Christ, Jude 4.  The Judas-like ministry will serve Phariseeism in all its forms.  Phariseeism is the old system of Cain in union with apostate Hebrew terminology.

In the Last Days of the Church Age This Evil System Will be Total and Absolute

Before Christ comes this system will be total and absolute. It will be in the gospel churches, but not limited to the gospel churches.  Here are some thoughts taken from Revelation 13:

        

a.   
A special mark in the right hand or their forehead, U. S. military 



already uses hand scanners in some bases.

        

b.   
To survive in the second beast's dominion you will need the mark of 


the beast, or the name of the beast, or a number for a name.

        

c.   
This will be an expanded form of the Social Security System.

Note: The economic 6 6 6 system seems to be found only in the Second Beast's dominion.

Note further: Public school children already have the 6 6 6 assigned to them.  We saw this as early as 1983 in public school records at Decatur, Arkansas.

It may be that this system will be enforced in the world-wide computer system of the coming one world order and its electronic money.  This is simply Nimrodism revived once again.  This will rule over the fearful, the unbelieving and those who love and make a lie.  They are also in the churches and called the foolish virgins in Matthew 25.  They think they can buy the things of Jesus Christ.  They have the faith and theology of Simon the Magician, Acts 8.  This shows them to be reprobates.

The Two Empires Seen by the Two Systems which are 

the Earthly System and the Heavenly System

When John the Baptist baptized Jesus Christ, Matthew 3, the HEAVENS were opened unto Him.  He went up into the heavenly system then.  He said He was in  heaven in John 3:12, 13. In addition read from Col. 3:1-17;  I Tim. 1:9-11; Gal. 4:21-31; Gal. 3:19; and Hebrews chapters 8-10.  After you have read these Scriptures, please read again and note well the allegory in Galatians 4:21-31.  There is a heavenly Jerusalem and an earthly Jerusalem. Jesus Christ carried us up with Him into the heavenlies at His resurrection, Ephesians 1 and 2 with Romans 6.  This is the first resurrection of Revelation 20.  The First resurrection was Christ's resurrection, during which all the elect rose in Union with Him.  Jesus Christ Himself carried His elect into the heavens with Him and shows this by their spiritual birth.  He raises them up higher into the heavens by their manifest and orderly birth (a birth into gospel faith, order, worship and works John 3:3-5; I Peter 3:18-21, this is only a figure of the real spiritual birth).  This is a gospel birth, Paul said: "I have begotten you through the gospel."


Satan uses his ministers to try and create war in heaven and drag the heavenly people down to the earth, Rev. 12:7-17.  Commenting upon this, Captain John Spencer stated:


Beloved, surely God intends His people should fight, (as you shall hear by and by) therefore to prepare them to the battle, the Lord would have them with all speed to put on their armor and be ready, well, the weapons they must put on, must be God's weapons, yea, & all God's weapons; Put on the whole armor of God.  Rev. 12:7, There was a great battle in heaven, Michael and his angels fought against the Dragon and his angels.  Beloved, I hope you do not think that there is any tumults and wars in heaven, no, but this is the meaning, the Church of God upon earth is still fighting against the devil and his angels;  Here you must look to fights if ever you would come to heaven. . . .You see in Rev. 12, the dragon and his angels make war with the Church of God, they put out all their strength and policy against Christ, His ordinances and His people.



The Spiritual Warfare, London; 1642:  pps. 3, 4, and 6. 

The Man of Sin and the Man of God

Paul speaks about a man of sin in 2 Thess. 2:3, and a man of God in 2 Tim. 3:17.  One is suposed to refer to some super human world-wide ruler in the last days of some supposed 7 year tribulation period.  That is the theory of the futurists.  But, they ignore the same type of expression, "that the man of God may be perfect. . ."  If the first refers to one super antichrist, then why does not the second refer to a super man of God?  The man of sin who sits in God's Temple is a false minister, any and all false ministers who come into the gospel church, Acts 20:20-32, Jude 4.
The Unveiling to the Saints in the Gospel Church

This is the same term used to denote the unveiling of Christ or the revelation of Christ, Revelation 1:1.  It is (((.  The man of sin is revealed in God's Temple when he manifests himself to be contrary to Christ's faith, order, worship and works. The Holy Spirit enables the saints to see the man of sin as he really is.  The Holy Spirit shows Jesus Christ to His saints.   He shows the saints the man of God by putting a divine love and care in their hearts for the minister or ministers of Christ even as He does in the minister or ministers, for the saints.  In addition, the sheep will not hear the voice of the hireling.  John 10.  This is a spiritual work. This effectual rejection is just as sure and certain as effectual calling. 
The Coming of Antichrist

This term, "coming," is from ( It refers both to the coming of Jesus Christ and the coming of the man of sin by Satan's power.  See it so used in verse 9, refering to the man of sin, and in verse 1, refering to our Lord Jesus Christ.  The basic meaning is presence, not coming.  The man of sin's presence and ministry is effectual to the reprobates by the empowering of Satan.  In verse 9, the man of sin is said to come by means of the of Satan.  Paul used this very term in Ephesians 1:11 and 19 showing the mighty working of God.  The teaching is, that the elect are united to the man of God according to the mighty working of God's power in them.  Even so, the reprobates are united to the man of sin according to the mighty working of Satan's power in and over them.  Satan is able to deceive and seduce the reprobates by this power.  Of course, God gives them over to this end that their damnation may be manifested and just.  But the point is, this is not simply one isolated coming of a super man of sin.  It refers to the often and repeated comings of Satan each time this has happened in this church age as gospel churches are overcome and destroyed from within. 
The Coming of Jesus Christ

Paul tells us that Christ will destroy the man of sin by the Spirit of His mouth.  He brings the man of sin to nothing by the outshining of His presence.  When Christ desires to bring forth one of His elect out of sin and death, He simply outshines Satan and his forces in the heart and mind of that elected sheep.  When Christ wants to reclaim any one of His Gospel Temples, He simply outshines Satan from within that Temple.  There is no lasting struggle.  The man of sin and the reprobates cannot endure Christ's bright shinning face.  The elect only can because they have new eyes to see and new ears to hear and a new heart to know Him.  There are many and often comings of Christ in many different ways.  For our concern we are speaking of the coming or presence of Christ in quickening, in gospel conversion, in His comforting and witnessing communion to His people, and at His glorious and bodily Second Coming. The Bodily Second Coming is when the man of sin shall be outshined for the final time.  Then Satan and all his hosts and forces shall be destroyed.  

The Destruction of Antichrist

Christ defeated Satan at the Cross.  He manifested this at His resurrection.  He effectually displays this each time He comes to one of His elect and quickens him or her into eternal life, within, in the inner man.  He outwardly manifests this by gospel conversion when He brings His own sheep into His visible and manifested union with Him in His new and living way.  He shows this when He either reclaims a drifting ship of Sion, or leads His sheep out of a decaying Temple and established them in a new Temple.  In our personal struggles, Christ exercises a conquering power for us in our minds when He causes His truth to enable us to overcome Satan and his flood of false doctrine and false ways in our life.  The final and total end of Satan's strugles will come when Christ returns the Second Time in Glory.  The War is over between Christ and Satan.  We are only in the moping up stages as foot soldiers. Soon, we too, shall have Christ's power toward us in such a way that Satan will be brused under our heels, Romans 16:20.
The History and Proofs of the Man of Sin.
 History of the Man of Sin.

     
1.   
Cain is the first example of this system. He was the first son of perdition.  Read carefully from Genesis 4-6.  Note the separation between the seed of Cain and the seed of Seth.

     
2.    
After the flood, Noah, his sons and their families, came forth from the ark.  Ham  and  his wife followed the old Cainite ways and religion.

     
3.    
One of Ham's sons begot children.  He begot Nimrod who built Babel.

    
4.    
Nimrod and his wife observed in secret, at Babylon, the old world, pre-flood Luciferian religion of the Cainites and their ungodly sex-cults.

      
5.   
These old world, pre-flood, sex-cults spread into all the land of Cannan before the Hebrew Nation came out of Egypt.

      
6.   
God commanded the Hebrews to exterminate these nations.

      
7.   
The Hebrews didn't obey His voice. Instead, they became involved with these secret sex-cult religious mysteries from Babylon.

      
8.   
To baptize the apostate Hebrews in their own ungodliness, God sent them away into the Babylonian captivity. There, the apostate Hebrews mixed the religion of Moses further with the secret mysteries of the old world, pre-flood,  Cainite's sex-cults.

      
9.   
God sent the Northern Tribes into the captivity.  This was into other nations which contained the same type of secret, sex-cult religions.

      
10.  
When the Southern Tribes came back from Babylon, many Hebrews were involved in this union of Moses and Nimrod.  This is Phariseeism.

      
11.  
After the first coming of Christ, the movement to unite apostate Judaism or Phariseeism with Christianity,  was soon underway.

      
12.  
This grew into what has became known as the Roman and Greek Catholic Churches.  Papal Rome, the Whore of Babylon, soon begot many sons and daughters, the Protestants and their offspring.

     
13.  
The Pope's disobedient sons founded Rome's harlot daughters. They sit up national churches in their respective nations.  This is called the Protestant Reformation.  The Protestants joined in with Rome and made war with the followers of the Lamb who have the faith of Christ and keep the commandments of God.

     
14.  
Our present concern is in England.  There, Henry the 8th sought to fulfill many of the secret sex habits of the Babylonian mysteries.  This caused the power struggle between Henry and the Pope.  Of course, in the end,  Henry established his own  Babylonian system, The Anglican Church of England.

     
15.  
Some in England became a little sick of the corruptions in the Church of England. They started the movement of dissent or separation from the English Church.  Many of these were Puritans. Others evolved into  Seekers and later Quakers.  Some from all these groups were converted and became Baptists.  They all became known as the Separatists. One historian, Neal, even included the Baptists in his History of the Puritans, issued in the early 1700s.

     
16.  
The Baptists were never among the Puritans, but, little by little, they started receiving Puritan and Presbyterian theology, concepts, and manners. This happened because persons from these groups came over to them and brought many of their former ways and beliefs with them.

     
17.  
This UNION between the baptized churches of Jesus Christ with the Man of Sin came when they received the seeds which grew into the NATURAL and NATIONAL systems we witness throughout the world today in those called Baptist Churches.
     
18.  
Most of these tare-like seeds from Babylonian plants are from those coming into the baptized churches of Jesus Christ from the Puritan and Protestant churches.  A few even came from the Anglicans when they became General Baptists.  Finally some moved into the Calvinized Particular Baptists during the late 1600s.  In America, this happened in part during the late 1700s and early 1800s.  This effort was restrained until after the American Civil War.  See L. P. Brockett's remarks taken from his The Bogomils of Bulgaria and Bosnia.  The Calvinized Particular Baptists went into New Schoolism.  Now you can see the results in the American Baptist Convention with all her daughters, and the Southern Baptist Convention with all her daughters.


In the final analysis, all these apostate Baptist churches and their disobedient offspring are simply a replay of Papal Rome and its disobedient Protestants. 

Proofs of the History of the Man of Sin.


The Roman and Greek Catholics with their Protestant children, all murdered the old Baptists.  The Pope waged many crusades against our old Waldenseian and Albigensian forefathers.

         1.   First consider the historical records showing how the Roman Catholics and Protestants persecuted the old Baptists. For example, note the Baptist or Mennonite historian, Thieleman J. Van Braught, and his The Bloody Theater or Martyrs Mirror of Defenseless Christians, published in 1659. Then consider Henry D'Anvers, A Treatise of Baptism, London, 1674. Among those who were not Baptists, note Fox's original edition of his Book of Martyrs published in the late 1500s. Oliver Cromwell's ambassador, Samuel Moreland, published his The History of the Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Piedmont,  London; 1658.  Following these came a large deluge of Baptist and Protestant historians who wrote on the same  subjects. In the early 1800s the Baptist historian, William Jones, produced his Lectures on Ecclesiastical History and then his grand work called Jones' Church History. The American Baptists were not without their historians. The earlier ones detailed how and by whom and where the old Baptists were murdered by the Roman Catholics and Protestants in both the Old World and the New World.  Later Baptist historians, the Downgraders, cooperated with these criminals in the great cover-up.   See my Critical Lectures on Baptist Succession.

         2.   From the early Particular Baptist writers you should study the four editions of the First London Confession of Faith, 1644, 1646, 1651 and 1652. Then study the great departure from this theology in the borrowed Pedobaptist Confession, called The Second London Confession, which the Calvinized Baptists reworded and issued in 1677, 1689, 1692, and later in America as The Philadelphia Baptist Confession issued 1743.  The Second London Confession came from the Westminster Confession which was issued in 1644. The Presbyterians issued The Westminster Confession while Oliver Cromwell  governed the British Empire.


(The Second London Confession of Faith was further downgraded at the Fulton Convention of 1900.  There it became known as The Fulton Confession.  It is definitely Arminian.  It is the confession of faith of most so-called "Primitive Baptists" in America today.  Dan O'Dell).

          3.   In addition to these Confessions of Faith, you should note the various works by the old Particular Baptist writers who defended the old Confessions. These may be seen in our Catalogue of The Old Faith Baptist Library.

          4.   Among secular historians you should note Sir James Frazer's The Golden Brough, and Louis Israel Newman's Jewish Influence on Christian Reform  Movements, New York; Columbia University Press: 1925. Following the study of Newman's classic  work, no saint will ever receive influence from the Roman Catholics, Protestants, Puritans or their Baptist offspring who have tried to downgrade the baptized churches of Jesus Christ.  Newman's work is volume 23 of the Columbia University Oriental Studies.

          5.   
There are several trustworthy authors who have dealt with the history of Masonry and other Antichristian lodges and organizations. They are too numerous for me to mention.  One of their own defenders, Charles S. Lobinger, wrote The History of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.  This is very informative.

          6.   
The most acclaimed work is Alexander Hislop's The Two Babylons or Papal Worship proved to be The Worship of Nimrod and His Wife, New York, 1959.  Hislop appeared to be a Protestant who didn't go far enough in his conclusions to include his own church organization.  While we don't approve of using unbaptized writers to teach the truths of the spiritual religion of Jesus Christ we can learn much from others who write on history and other natural sciences. I would recommend that any saint study Hislop's work very well and note his important sections on: The Trinity in Unity;  Baptismal Regeneration; and Justification by Works.


Today, in our country, the Man of Sin, the son of perdition is sitting in the remains of the Temple of God. Most physical forms and remains of the old Baptized Churches of Jesus Christ are controlled by the doctrines and principles of the Pope of Rome and by him, the international Pharisees, and by them, Nimrod, and by him, Cain, and by him Satan. The ministers and members don't even know it.  No man can know these things unless he is taught by God.  A man can only receive these truths if they come to him from heaven.  Jesus Christ is the only Prophet of God who can teach His people.  But, we believe in the proper usage of His ministry to help the awakened saints flee from Babylon and all her daughters.

THE MAN OF SIN'S TRADEMARKS
Theological
         
1.  
Trinitarian Apostasy. A false view of the Trinity of God and each member of the Godhead always comes. God the Father is unknown and unapproachable, like the Wicked Witch of the North.  He must always be appeased by many and continual sacrifices, as the Papists and their children teach. Or, perhaps He is like Santa Clause.  When we are good, we can go to Him to obtain nice things.  Or, some say He is uninvolved in the affairs of mankind. They also deny that the Son is the only manifestation of the Father.  


Downgrade Jesus Christ in every way possible. The first step in apostasy is for the isolated Father God to have a son. Some heathens said the chief male God raped a female God. Papists do not go this far, they say this was done in eternity, before creation, this generation is called eternal generation. Who the Father performed this sex act upon in eternity past, is beyond my wildest imaginations. This is Romanism and Protestantism.  Next evolving from being a God by Eternal Generation, the Son is to be a God by creation and then, no God at all.  The final form is Phariseeism which teaches that Jesus Christ was not only human but a liar and deceiver.  Apostate Baptists have not gone that far yet.  They are there in theory, but they have not gotten up enough courage to say it fully yet.  (Some of their Seminary professors teach this.) 


Downgrade the Holy Spirit by claiming that He received His deity from the Father through the Son.  What kind of act caused this?  No wonder people view the Holy Trinity as some kind of monsters.  Both the Son and the Holy Spirit are just as eternal, complete and divine as God the Father.  Yes, the Father begot the humanity of Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit, in the virgin Mary. Yes, the Holy Spirit comes from the Father through the Son to the Saints.  But this does not refer to the Divine Origin of the Holy Spirit or the Son as to their Deity.  This refers to their manifested and time work in the Covenant of Redemption. Yes, the begetting of Jesus Christ refers to His humanity either in the womb of the virgin Mary or after His physical resurrection from the dead and His exaltation as the Prophet, Priest and King of His Church and Saints, but never to His Deity. 


Was not Jesus divine before He was begotten by God the Father?   Or does He owe His deity in some way to His Father?


What was the Holy Spirit before He proceeded from the Father through the Son?  Were they both only concepts in the eternal mind of God the Father until He gave them life and being, including their deity?  Study well the differences between the statements explaining the Holy Trinity in the First London Confessions of 1646, 1651 and 1652 and the Westminster Assembly Confession and the Baptist versions of it in 1677, 1689 and the Philadelphia edition of 1743.  While it is true that the Father is of HIMSELF AND NO OTHER,  why is that statement limited only to the Father and not made about the Son and the Holy Spirit as well?  The Babylonian ideas about the Trinity of God rule the physical remains or forms of the Baptized Churches of Jesus Christ.  These churches became this way when the Judas-like ministers began to sit in The Temple of God in Old England and New England.

       
2.    A false view of the doctrines of grace, including, but not limited to apostate views of the doctrine of justification by Christ alone, sits in the physical remains of the Baptized Churches of Jesus Christ. Justification by works, high churchism, church salvation, progressive sanctification, and time conditional salvation represent the concept that men help, in some way,  to secure some part of their salvation, or one of their many salvations, as some are now saying.


This arises from a false view of the Covenant of Grace.  Apostates try to mix it with the covenant of works or, the Covenant known as the Law of Moses.  



a.
It is the responsibility of Jesus Christ, and Him alone, to bring the Spiritual Israel into the spiritual Land where they will find the houses, the vineyards, the walled gardens or the new Temple of God?  True, He uses His own ways and means, but this is still His work.



b.
The sanctification of the saints is a fruit of the atonement which is made certain by God's decrees in the everlasting Covenant.  



c.
The eternal God said that He would make the wilderness a FRUITFUL  PLACE  AGAIN.


d.
Jesus said that He would bring all His sheep into His fold and there would be one fold and one shepherd.  


The bringing and the doing is all attributed to God and Christ.  This is all a result of Christ's work as our Prophet, Priest and King.  He is the only Mediator in the Covenant of Grace.  This does not mean we are not to pray, but we pray to the Father through Him by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Objection:
Are you saying that Jesus Christ does not use ways and means?
Answer:

I am not saying this.  God is a God of ways and means.  But the ways and means He uses are only those contained in the Everlasting Covenant as given in the Sacred Scriptures.  All other ways and means are human inventions and as such, are of Antichrist.  When there is an able minister, He is so only because Jesus Christ has made Him so.  When there is a gospel church, it is only so because of Jesus Christ.  When a gospel church reaches out and brings in others, it is only so because of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ causes all these events.  The saints are powerless to do anything good unless Jesus Christ  causes and enables them to do so, John 15, Phil. 2, and Ephesians 2:8-10; Ezek. 36; Jeremiah 31 and 32.  In addition, read all the covenant promises as given in the Prophets and see if they include FRUIT BEARING and OBEDIENCE to Christ's laws and ordinances or not?

         1.    Writers such as John Gill, the Calvinized Baptist of the 1700s, and A. W.  Pink, the dipped Quaker-Puritan legalist of the 1900s, with their dark, earthly and legalistic views of the Law of God, the Law of Moses and the Covenant of Grace, wherein they mash them all together so as to have the Lord holding the Law of Moses in one hand and the Grace of God in the other as both a rule of  life for the believer, is but one example of the Trail of the Man of Sin. 



a.
Does not grace and truth come by Jesus Christ? 



b.
Does not grace teach us to deny ungodliness in this present evil world and live righteously while we are looking for the soon coming of our Lord Jesus Christ Who is our Blessed Hope?  



c.
Do not the possessors of this Hope purify themselves as Jesus Christ is pure?  



d.
Are not the saints who are elected in grace, also by that election, elected unto holiness and predestinated unto a holy and blameless being?  


Yes, it is a thousand times true, grace establishes the Law of God, but not over the believer.  Did not Paul tell Timothy that the Law was for the unbeliever and others who were involved in unsound doctrine?  See 1 Tim. 1:3-11. The Pedobaptists called the old Baptists antinominians. Their life styles and their stand on marriage, divorce and remarriage, were condemned by the Jesuits and other Pedobaptist Nationalists  who keep saying they made God the author of their sins.  The murdering Pedobaptists charged the old Martyrs with teaching that God made men sin because He withdrew His preventing grace from them so they would sin.


Does not the Bible teach that there are two covenants rather than one covenant with two administrations?  The Apostle Paul sure thought so.  Study this carefully in Galatians, Colossians, 2 Corinthians and in the Book of Hebrews.  Be it progressive sanctification, one covenant with two administrations, time conditional salvation, or limited predestination, it is all justification by works in some way.  Some cover these things up with Biblical names so the saints will not know them as they really are.  But Ishamel is still Ishamel and so is Judas. This is a different gospel with a different savior who made an incomplete atonement, or no atonement at all, founded upon different decrees,  who is trying to bring people unto a different god.
Proofs:

1.  
The old Baptists maintained proper Trinity beliefs. For example, see the First London Confession of Faith, with the Pedobaptist attacks against it by Daniel Featly, (Episcopalian) in his The Dippers' Dip, London, 1645. In 1645 Samuel Richardson replied to Featly in his A Brief Reply to Dr. Feately and His Dipper Dip.  The Old Faith Baptist Church updated and modernized this in its publication, The First London Confessions of Faith in Parallel Forms with Supporting Documents.  In addition, Robert Bailie in his Anabaptism the True Foundation, London; 1646: stated many of the same things. He accused the old Baptists of being antitrinitarians and Arminians. They were neither. True, they denied the Romanish, Protestant and Puritan ideas of the Trinity of God.  After all, these views were nothing more than the old Pagan's views of the unity of deities.  In addition, consult The Martyr's Mirror for the old Anabaptist's Trinitarian views.  John Spilsbery's Personal Confession may be obtained from our publications. 

 
2.  
John Milton stated fairly the old Baptist views about the doctrine of marriage, divorce and remarriage, in his grand work on the subject issued about 1644.  Thomas Edwards, in his Gangerea, London; 1646, issued one of the most violent works of that era against the Baptists and their antinomianism. To Edwards, a Presbyterian, the Baptists were the Gangerea of all England.  No lie was too brazen to be told.  John Taylor, an Episcopal writer, was the same way in his many small tirades issued in the early 1640s.  


Did not Paul tell Timothy that the forbidding to marry doctrine was one of the doctrines of devils?   The old Baptists did not honor any of the ceremonies performed by the agents of the state, including, but not limited to marriage. Therefore, the Pedobaptists said they had their wives in common, which they did not.  In addition, when many of those old saints became members of the baptized way and started their walk with Jesus in His heavenly way, they lost their marriage partners.  The old Baptists did not deny them the ordinances of Christ because of this, but loved and comforted them as the suffering saints of God.


Because of improper views about the Holy Trinity of God and the Everlasting Covenant of Grace, many old Baptists fell into horrible views about Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  Some went into Arminianism.  This led into downgraded views about Christ's church and ordinances.  These views also downgraded the saints of God by trying to place them back in Egypt and subject them to the iron rule of a new Pharaoh's law rather than the free rule of grace.  Soon, the Judas-like ministers caused the Saints to loose sight of the Heavenly Sarah, the Spiritual City of the Living God. They looked for the earthly Hagar and her earthly city.  The harlot daughters of Rome, which the old Baptists called the Cities of the Nations, now became the standard by which the ministers and churches should be judged.

Ecclesiological Views:


1.  
The old Baptists were in-church membership, in-church ordinances and in-church ministers.  They held to the church only concept against all and any extra-church organizations.  They held to the churches training the young ministers by means of the older ministers. They had no colleges, seminaries or other extra church institutions.  Yes, they had their schools, but these were either parent schools for their children, taught and governed by the saints and ministers, or the in church schools. The old Baptists taught that the church is the school of Christ and the older ministers are the teachers.  They denied the extra church organizations, inner church ordinances or inner church ministers.  They did not allow the open communion or the unbaptized ministers among them.


2.  
They held that all additions to the original system of worship and service found in the New Testament, were of Antichrist.


3.  
They held that the Pedobaptist churches and their ministers, with their ordinations and ordinances, were all of Antichrist and Babylonian.


4.  
They held that Jesus Christ instituted signs and seals of His New Covenant for the believers.  These were given to the Churches. They were the means that the Lord used to help confirm the salvation of the saints.  God's ordinances comforted and confirmed the saints as they walked in the Baptized Way.  These Signs and Seals of the New Covenant helped them to know they were in the Baptized Way of Jesus Christ.  See the First London Confession of Faith.  Note, these are Biblical terms.  The old Baptists used there terms in a much different way and with a much different meaning than the Pedobaptists used them.


5.   
The old Baptists taught that the churches of Jesus Christ had an unbroken succession from the days of Christ and His apostles to the present time.  But, if they could not find a true church or minister of Christ, they could originate baptism by their power as saints to assume any ordinance of Christ that Antichrist had taken from them.  They did not do this because they received their baptism by succession from the old Waldenses, Lollards and others of different names from the old Dark Ages groups of Anabaptists.  See, for one example, Able Morgan, Anti-Pedo-Rantism; Philadelphia: 1746, p. 172.

This old Baptist doctrine showed that the power and succession of all gospel churches comes by means of the saints because of their union with Jesus Christ directly and from Him alone.

6.   
Their ministers were not men of renown nor of great personal standing who had a proud personal or apostolic succession from the Apostle Peter or any of the other Apostles. Their ministers were simple preaching disciples, a shepherd taken from the sheep, by the sheep. Their minister is one called and gifted by God.  He is a love gift from Christ by the Holy Spirit.  And when he is tried and his gifts approved by the church, he is commissioned by the church, by vote, to preach either as a begetting minister to the world to beget unto faith and order, or a feeding-teaching minister in the church.  He was known by his doctrine. The seals of his ministry were his converts.  If a minister knows not the doctrine of baptism and what it is about, he was an invalid minister. If he was a Pedobaptist minister or an  Arminian minister, he was a minister of Satan.  See The Bakewell-Spilsbery Debate, in The First London Confession with Supporting Documents.  In addition see Knolly's The Shinning of a Flaming Fire in Sion, London, 1646; and Daniel King's Way to Zion, part 2, London, 1650, Edinburgh, 1656 and Magazine, Arkansas, 1993.


7.   
The old Baptists believed that the Gospel Church is only a local, visible body.  They did not believe in the universal, invisible church made by Holy Spirit baptism.  The Invisible church ministers were among the open-membership ministers and the Quakers.  I Cor. 12:13, was always, without exception, water baptism, administered by the Holy Spirit through one of His gifts, a preaching disciple.  The controversy was over whether water baptism made one a member of a gospel church or the general, visible church made up only of the baptized believers?  John Bunyan, who was never received among the Baptists, claimed that the Baptists believed in a universal, visible church made up only of themselves. He was right.  The old Baptists presented the concept of the churches, as churches, making up the general church.  See the Records of the Welsh Association, 1650-1660, 

Later in America, J. Newton Brown said:


Briefly, we mean that Christ has had for eighteen hundred years past a visible church on earth, made up of the entire body of particular churches formed under the general constitution of the New Testament, of faithful men acknowledging Him alone as their head and preserving the doctrine, worship and discipline which He has commanded. . . That this church has had all this time a succession of vicissitudes and characters of peculiar as to furnish materials for the most valuable record-- and that the complete and authentic collection of these facts-- in all their real connections and relations from age to age--so as to present a true picture of the visible body of Christ, in distinction from all other bodies of men, of whatever name, is necessary to a faithful history of the Church of Christ.



Dr. J. Newton Brown, A History of Religious 

Denominations in the World; 1873: p. 40.


Often times modern writers quote from the Second London Confession of Faith or the Philadelphia Confession of 1743, in an effort to show the old Baptists believed in the Protestant doctrine of the universal, invisible church.  But, does it?  NO, IT DOES NOT.  The church is Catholic in that it is not limited only to one nation as the church in the Old Testament was.  The only part which is invisible is the inward work of grace within the elect, not the church itself.  The Quakers, the Seekers, and the Pedobaptists (not the Romanists), and the Open-Membership ministers and churches were the universal, invisible church men of that era.  In the Bakewell-Spilsbury Debate the invisible church concept was discussed and totally denied by John Spilsbery.  That is why the gospel, visible church concept appears only in the First London Confession of Faith.  The men who made the Westminster Confession into the Baptist Version known as The Second London Confession of Faith, had not yet downgraded Jesus Christ and His system enough to embrace the Calvinistic and Protestant ecclesiology.  That would come later in the 1700s.

Proofs:

John Spilsbery, A Treatise of the Lawful Subjects of Baptism, London; 1643 and 1651;  Robert Garner, A Treatise of Baptism, London; 1646;  Thomas Kilcop, A Short Treatise of Baptism, London; 1642; Thomas Patience, The Doctrine of Baptism and the Distinction of the Covenants; London: 1656;  Edward Drapes, The Glory of God Displayed in the Invisible and Visible Worship of God, London; 1649; Samuel Richardson, Justification by Christ Alone, London; 1647;  Divine Consolations, London; 1648:  Some Brief Remarks in Reply to Dr. Featly, London; 1646. Henry Laurance, Of Baptism, London, 1656; Henry D'Anvers, A Treatise of Baptism, London; 1674; John Norcott, Baptism Plainly and Faithfully Discovered, London; 1677. In addition, see my Vindication of the Old Paths.


Thomas Collier, that wondering star, issued additional later works.  Such was his Body of Divinity, about 1674.  See his section on the church, ordinances and the ministry. 


John Spittlehouse, John Moore and Dr. Chamberlain issued Sabbaterian Particular Baptist works.


William Kiffen also wrote on Communion and his Brief Reasons for the Separation of the Anabaptists.  Hansard Knolly's works against the Seekers and the Presbyterians are very important.  


Daniel King, a friend and student of John Spilsbery,  wrote the grand work, Zion Sought Out and Found for Saints to Walk In, London, 1650 and Edinburgh, 1656. The Old Faith Baptist Church modernized and reprinted this old work in 1993.

Further proofs concerning the gospel church may be found in:  


A Public Disputation Sunday Days At Killingworth in Warwick-shire, Betwixt John Bryan, . . .and John Onley, Pastor of a Church at Lawford.  Upon this Question, Whether the Parishes of this Nation Generally be true Churches; London: 1654; 


John Mabbatt, A Brief or General Reply, unto Mr. Knutton's Answers; London: 1645;  


Thomas Collier, The Right Constitution and True Subjects of the Visible Church of Christ, WITH Its Order, Ordinances, Ministry and Government; London: 1654;  


Thomas Collier, Certain Queries; or Points now in Controversy Examined, and Answered by Scripture, for the Satisfaction of all those that desire Information in the Truth, 1.  What are the Materials of a True Church of CHRIST?  2.  What is  the Form of a True Church? 3. What is the Discipline and Government Thereof? 4.  What Power the Civil Magistrate has to Establish Church-Government?  London: 1654;  


Hansard Knollys, The World that Now Is; and the World that is to Come: London, 1681;  


Benjamin Keach, The Glory of a True Church, London; 1697;  


Elias Keach, The Glory and Ornament of a True Gospel-Constituted Church, Being a Brief Display of the Discipline of the Church of Christ, London, 1697;  


Thomas Tillam, The Temple of Lively Stones, London; 1660; 


Hansard Knollys, Lectures on the Apolocypse of Jesus Christ; London: 1684.  


Francis Cornwell, The Vindication of the Royal Commission of King Jesus, London: 1644; and A Description of the Spiritual Temple or the Spouse Prepared for the Lamb, the Lord Jesus; London: 1646.


For the detailed workings of the old Baptists, The Records of the Particular Baptists, 1650-1660, along with the First London Confessions of Faith, 1644, 1646, 1651 and 1652, should be studied.

American Baptist Developments

In early America, the old Baptists came during the 1630s. Some members from the Church at Wapping, gathered in 1633 by John Spilsbury, went into the formation of the First Baptist Church in Newport,  R. I. sometime between 1638-1640. Many other Baptists, and entire Baptist churches, came into early America.  These were old Particular Baptists.  They remained basically the same until the middle and late 1700s.  


Morgan Edwards, a former Episcopal minister, made unsuccessful efforts during the late 1700s, to unite all the Baptist Associations in America into one General Association centered in the historic Philadelphia Association.  He failed because he was a Tory.  The effort didn't fail.  Between 1800-1840 the Particular Baptist Churches in America were torn over what is known as the anti-mission movement.  The older type of Particular Baptists became known as the Old School Baptists.  The newer type became known as the New School Baptists, Missionary Baptists, Ways and Means Baptists, Board Baptists, Gospel Missions Baptists, Northern Baptists, Southern Baptists, Landmark Baptists, American Baptists and the A. B. A. and the B. M. A. A. with a host of other groups mostly coming out of the Southern Baptist Convention in the South and the American Baptist Convention in the North.


This is the Black Rock Division.  These are some of its causes: 

      
1.   
Extra-Church organizations are needed,  to help Christ reach the world;

      
2.   
Money is needed to run the extra-church organization with their 


officers and expenses.


Human inventions, low grace views, money, extra-church organizations, extra Biblical officers and groups with antichristian goals are the causes which sit off the new school movement in America.  The new school men were low-grace men.  They had little or no understanding of the atonement and work of Jesus Christ and the office He held as the Mediator of the Everlasting Covenant.  They didn't realize that the Everlasting Covenant guaranteed the reaching of the elect and bringing them into the faith, order, worship and works of the government of Jesus Christ.  Rather than Christ using His ways and means, His ministers, His churches, His saints and His ordinances, for the bringing in of His people and establishing them in His household and spiritual kingdom, everything else was urged. Of course, money was needed along with new offices with grand and new titles for the officers.  In this way the NEW BAPTISTS COULD KEEP UP WITH THEIR NEW ROLE MODELS AND FRIENDS, the Pedobaptists.

New School Problems

1.   
In the South, the new school movement produced the Southern Baptist Convention.  From the Southern Baptist Convention various new groups arose in the 1900s such as the A. B. A. in 1925, and the B. M.  A.  A.  from the A.  B.  A. in 1950, 1951.  Several charismatic ministers, in the 1900s, drew away disciples after themselves from the parent stock,  the Southern Baptist Convention.


2.   
In the North, the Northern Baptist Convention, now the American Baptist Convention, arose.  There have been several secessions from it.  Being in the South, I am not prepared to give a detailed account of any of them.

 
3.   
These New School groups all are characterized by these points:

     

a.   
Hatred for the old gospel and faith;

     

b.   
Extra church organizations and human inventions;

        

c.   
A desire to gain money and human accreditation at any cost;
     

d.   
They always support the current and popular plans of the day in all 


forms of  society;

        

e.   
Observe Pagan holidays and rituals and are mostly involved in 



secret lodges;

        

f.   
Their ministers are humanly trained and have mostly never 



experienced a work of grace nor a divine call to the ministry.  



Most of their church members have never experienced a work of 



grace.

       

g.   
Their churches are social groups of natural or family organizations.

      

h.   
They are incorporated churches which means they are, as 




churches, citizens of the state, regulated by the state.  Their 



ministers are registered state agents.


These show some of the fruits of the pagan system which has taken over the physical remains of the visible or professed Temples of God in America.  This pagan system is seen in the Book of Revelation as Mystery Babylon the Great.


The Book of Revelation shows that Babylon has its foundation in money.  It is characterized by MERCHANTS.  In Matthew 25 the foolish virgins are sent to the world to BUY oil for their lamps.  Being foolish they try to secure from the world what they did not have from Christ.


Hansard Knollys has fine commentaries on Matthew 25, Song of Solomon and The Book of Revelation, all issued in the 1600s.

Old School Problems.

From about 1860 to the 1900s, the Old School Baptists were very troubled. Many came among them teaching low-grace, no resurrection, and even total restoration of all men and devils in the end. In many cases, all types off reactions developed against the new schoolers.  Ministers were not educated by the churches or older ministers.  God was left to do it all by His invisible means.  No gospel outreach was attempted.  And what is still worse, in many cases the ministers and churches abandoned the old faith.  Most were received without an experience of grace. The ministers were just as uncalled by the Lord as most new-school ministers. They were now being called by the church, without and before a divine call from the Lord. The ways to the end were different but both groups traveled to the same end.


The most complete historian covering this epic of history is Brother Robert Lackey of the Welsh Tract Church.

Most of the New and Old School Baptists have come to these ends: 

        
1.   
Churches governed by human inventions, traditions, conventions or 


associations;

        
2.   
Abandonment of the old Faith of God's elect, either by ignorance or denial;

        
3.  
Dreams, visions and the charismatic movement;

        
4.   
A natural church, built mostly from the natural offspring of the church 


members, in which new members are taken in because of family  



connections, ect., without a work of grace.

        
5.   
A natural ministry devoid of any spiritual signs, evidences or seals, but 


which boasts of dreams and visions.  They have never been used by Christ 


as His means of a gospel begetting of the saints into gospel faith, order, 


worship and works, as the signs and seals that they are among the able 


ministers of  the New Covenant.

        
6.   
A failure to understand the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and who and what are 


His able gospel ministers, and their true gospel message.

        
7.   
A failure to understand the mysteries and benefits of the ordinances of the 

New Covenant and their value to the saints as signs and seals.

        
8.   
Little or no appreciation for a regular, orderly, systematic Bible teaching 


ministry in the church by means of the Spirit's gifts.


The Old School Baptists are now in several divisions.  Most of them are distinguished as Absoluters or Conditionalists.

        
A.  
The Conditionalists regard God as having nothing at all to do with the affairs of men.  He certainly has not predestinated any events in human life.  They have no regard for the old Baptist faith, order, worship or works. They dwell as a mixture of Puritanism, Paganism, Arminianism and a little bit of some Baptist forms.  They are mainly known for their several salvations' doctrine.  Eternal salvation has been decreed, but time salvation is up to the will of man.  God has nothing to do with time salvation.  In  addition, many, if not most human beings are the children of God.  Countless millions will die and go to heaven who have never heard of Jesus Christ or believed in Jesus Christ.  The Conditionalists have no Baptist succession, not even through the General or Free-will Baptists.  They formulated their creed at Fulton KY, in 1900 by taking the 1689 Confession of Faith and writing footnotes to it in an effort to remove its absolute predestination and sure conversion of the elect of God.  They are best regarded as Arminians with a sprinkle of Puritanism. They are the Primitive Baptists who discourage Bible reading or Bible preaching.  For sure, they don't encourage their members to bring their Bibles to preaching services nor study them while they are in the church services, nor much at home either.
        B.   The Absoluters are in several groups.  Many of them interchange with the conditionalists and consequently are mostly like them.  Some are dreams and visions people.  But among some of them, God has preserved a remnant holding to the old Baptist faith, order, worship and works.  In recent years, God has brought many of His saints into the fellowship of His old Faith, Order, Worship and Works.  Some of the old Baptists have been ready to receive them and help them find what they have believed are the old paths wherein our fathers have walked under the government of Jesus Christ for nearly 2,000 years.  These saints who have come out of the various Babylonian churches and organizations, modern Baptists and all Pedobaptist churches, (with their trashy offspring in the various Charismatic movements) have been led, we believe, by the Spirit of God, to separate away from all human inventions and pollution's which have been attached to the historic faith of Jesus Christ and His order, worship and works, and walk in what is known as the old faith and order.
 Proofs
We shall offer only a handful of proofs from some of the New School writers and from some of the Old School writers.

        1.   New School: David Benedict, A History of the Baptist Denomination in America and Other Parts of the World, New York; 1848, David Benedict, Fifty Years Among the Baptists, New York; 1860, D.  B.  Ray, The Baptist Succession, A Hand-Book of Baptist History; Oklahoma City, Okla., 1912, John T. Christian, A History of the Baptists, 2 volumes; Nashville, 1926.  By writing to Church History Research and Archives, 220 Graystone Drive, Gallatin, Tenn.  37066, information about these volumes may be obtained.

        2.   Old School: Gilbert Beebe, editor, A Compilation of Editorial Articles Copied from the Signs of the Times; Middletown, New York, 1868. Sylvester Hassell, History of the Church of God; Middleton, New York: 1886;   There are various volumes of these valuable works.  Information about these old works may be obtained from Welsh Tract Publications, P. O. Box 1250 Salisbury, Maryland, 21802-1260. In addition, Welsh Tract Publications has several other Baptist works which may be helpful.

        3.   A very interesting work from neither group is: Bryon Cecil Lambert, The Rise of the Anti-Mission Baptists: Sources and Leaders, 1800-1840; Arno Press, New York, N. Y.  1980.

        4.   In addition, Miss L. F.  Green, The Life and Writings of the Late Elder John Leland, New York; G. W. Wood, 1845; would prove very helpful.  John Leland was one of the most important early Baptist ministers who helped to shape the American government. He was a grand and strong maintainer of the old Absolute Predestination faith and order.  After nearly 30 years of study, I hope I have learned that the charges against the so-called Anti-Mission Baptists are and were UNTRUE.  The original anti-mission Baptists never opposed the gospel being preached by the God-called and church-sent ministers of Jesus Christ.  But, rather, they opposed the New Federalism coming into America from 1790-1840, which grew into the War of Northern Aggression, or the American Civil War.  During that period, the New School religious elements from the Baptists and others, followed the principles of New School Federalism. They joined church and state together in this country in a new and hidden way so as to by-pass the U. S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

New World Union of Church and State
In the Old World, the Church Controlled the State, in the New World Order, 

the State Controls the Church

Here is an example of what I mean, for several years after the formation of the United States into one Nation, and the adoption of the Constitution and Bill of Rights, several Northeastern states such as Massachusetts, still maintained a state test oath act requiring a religious test and allegiance to the state in order to hold political office.  In fact, many persons could not testify in a court of law if they were Jewish or other infidels.  In time, that was done away with by some states.  Some lasted up to the 1830s and 1840s.  Then, during the American Civil War, Lincoln instituted his version of the Test Oath Act.  This required all ministers to swear an oath of allegiance to Lincoln and his new Federalism in order to function as ministers.  The result is the registration of the minister and the incorporation of the church.  See our Appendix for this.


The Old World Union of church and state would not work in America.  But, the New World Union has worked, and is still working.  Here are two main points:

     
1.  
Have the state legislate outward morality and righteousness by influence 


and demand from ministers and churches in an unofficial way;  form an 


Antichristian foundation, with a new morality;


2.  
Rework all the churches and reshape them as copies or images of the new                      

Federalism with a central control.  


This includes making the churches citizens of the state by incorporation and their ministers agents of the state by causing them to be registered by the state in order to perform legal services.  The Baptists of the South were the last to fall.  Now all churches and ministers are to be forced into a form of Federal-Civil-Type of Union.  There are  standing Armies, such as the F. B. I.;  C.  I.  A.;  and the I. R. S., and a host of other locusts, hidden in covert operations and black programs, (these are not programs for the Black people, but programs hidden in congressional legislation) to keep them all in line.  A new-school clergy; a central headquarters, a central board or committee, ect., now directs, enlists and combines all the churches.  The only Baptists I have found who refused these Antichrist innovations and changes were the Absoluters among the Old School Baptists.  They saw the Antichrist system as three fold:

          1.  
New Federalism-Central Government, controlling the states and by 


them the people and their ministers and churches.

        
2. 
New Prussian Type of Public Schools, Colleges and Seminaries; built 

on the same line as the New Federalism so as to be the complete teaching 


tools for all the ages and for all the various walks of life.


3.   
New School Churches and Ministers built on the line of the New                                  

Federalism.  Dr. J.  R. Graves wrote two outstanding works, The Great 


Iron Wheel, near 1855 and then The New Great Iron Wheel, about 


1888, in which these events were documented.  During the early days of 


the formation of America, most Baptists were Predesterians as were about 

50% of the American people.  Dr. J. R. Graves, and those who worked 


with him, were loud and clear New School Voices calling for a return 


to the original Biblical principles which the Old School brethren held. 





In Duncan's History of the Baptists of Missouri you may see a good record of the actions of Lincoln's armies towards the Christians and the churches. 




In Forester's Attitude of the Northern Clergy Toward the South, you can clearly see the Anti-Trinitarian ministry of the North and its goals.    


In Beebe's editorials you can find much of the same materials presented from a true Old School Baptist viewpoint..  Beebe may be ordered from Welsh Tract Publications, P. O. Box 1250, Salisbury, Maryland; 21801;  Phone 1-301-742-6480.


In J. R. Graves' Great Iron Wheel, near 1850, and later his The New Great Iron Wheel, near 1880, these facts may be seen.


An interesting notation concerning the new ministers who came in among the Baptists may be found in Brockett's The Bogomils, Philadelphia; 1879.  See his The Introduction.
THE FINAL FORM OR SYSTEM OF THE MAN OF SIN AS 

HE SITS IN THE REMAINS OF THE TEMPLE OF GOD.


The naturalization of the spiritual covenant of Jesus Christ:

                 O.  T.  System:                                      N. T.  System:
         1.  Physical land in the world;              1.  Spiritual, heavenly land, houses, 






       ect.

         2.  Natural Nation; sacrifices and           2.  Spiritual Nation, sacrifices and 

    worship;



        worship;

         3.  Natural Ordinances, Temple,             3.  Spiritual Temple with  a confirmed 

    and carnal  worship;                            spiritual worship;

        4.  Natural Covenant, a Natural Sign       4.  A Spiritual Covenant confirmed by  

   on a natural subject;                            the Holy Spirit on a spiritual subject;

        5.  A Natural Sabbath;                         5.  A Spiritual Sabbath, Jesus Christ;

        6.  A Natural Rule of Natural Bondage      6.  A spiritual rule which brings 
 
   and fear of Natural death;                      liberty, worship, works and order;

        7.  Natural Holiness which alone gives       7.  Spiritual holiness within which

            all natural rights and is ruled by              directs and govern that which is 

  fear of death.                        
         in a faith which works by love.

The Perversion and Ruin of the Constituted Faith, Order, Worship 

and Works of Jesus Christ.
         1.  
Now there is a special emphasis on the material, everything material, 


everything stylish. Material buildings, parking lots, steeples, musical 


instruments, gospel-rock, country-gospel, ect., ect., are necessary.  Most 


sermons are only natural lectures

.       
2.  
There is a natural temple made of dead timber or natural church members 

who have made a decision or done some other human work as a result of  


their own will.

       
3.  
There is an unofficial national Sabbath day...go to church every  Sunday no 

matter what or where.  All meaning of worship on the Lord's Day has been 

lost.

      
4.    
Christians now pay homage to such things as Easter Sunday, Christmas, 


Halloween, and Jewish holy days.   


5.
There is now a natural baptism, upon a natural subject with no spiritual 


signs or seals from Jesus Christ;


6.
This is now a natural Lord's Supper, with make believe elements and no 


spiritual signs or seals from Jesus Christ;


7.
There is now a utopian concept of Church and Christian life through a sort 

of religions socialism called mission work;

     
8.   
Now there is the Man of Sin's concepts in carrying out the Lord's 



Commission, the provisions are to be made BY THE CHURCHES, 


THAT IS,  THE CHURCHES SENDING THE MONEY.  That 



is not the old Baptist way of provisions being made IN THE CHURCH 


for the training and the development of the young gifts.

               
1.   
Now young ministers, not young gifts, are to be taught and trained 


by the provisions of the churches, not by the older ministers in the



church, through a central school, over which the churches have no 



real control.

               
2.   
The widows, orphans, hungry, homeless, sick and poor, in the 



church are being ignored by the church. The government is 




being looked to as the savior in such cases.

              
3.   
A begetting ministry to the world at large, or a church messenger, 



as well as a feeding ministry in the church, a teacher or a pastor, 



is lost.  There are now professional social workers known as 



ministers or song directors, youth directors, activity directors, ect., 


ect., associational missionaries, all of which are extra Biblical and 



of Antichrist.

               
4.   
The result is, the church now teaches everything but the old faith, 



order, worship and works of Jesus Christ as contained in and 



established by the New Covenant.

WHAT IS MEANT IN A PLAIN WAY BY THE 

MAN OF SIN 

BEING IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD AS IF HE WERE GOD?
The system of Jesus Christ governing His constituted 

spiritual Kingdom is very simple.

          
1.   
Please read from 2 Cor. 11:1-6 and Revelation chapters 2 and 3.

          
2.   
Jesus Christ established a church which grew, by His power, into other churches.  He never established anything else.

          
3.   
His order is for saints to join His churches, but not for His churches to join anything else.  They are in union with each other by the unity of the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 4:1-7.

          
4.   
He placed His officers, ordinances and the kingdom in His churches of saints.

          
5.   
He never established out of church officers nor out of church ordinances.

          
6.   
He established a simple system of faith with its manifestations, ways and means.  His Father gave Him directions so that He could build what was given to Him as His inheritance by His Father.  He was and is a Faithful Son and Wise Master builder, Hebrews 3 and 4.  He gathers out and brings into His inheritance, which is His heavenly way, His saints.  They are made to be partakers of the saint's inheritance by the light of Jesus Christ.

          
7. 
The gospel system now, as well as in the glory age, is a fruit of the atonement as outlined and promised in the everlasting covenant. It is made sure and steadfast by the eternal and unchanging decrees of God.

Any system, officers, ordinances or ways which are different than that which Jesus established is of the Man of Sin.
Any faith that is not from and by Jesus Christ is of the Man of Sin.
Any practice that is not after the role- model of Jesus Christ, as He received it from His Father, is of the Man of Sin.
Any organization that Jesus Christ did not organize and build, after He received direction from His Father, is of the Man of Sin.
HOW THE MAN OF SIN BECAME 

ENSHRINED IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD
          
1.   
The Law of Moses and the Age of the Prophets, and their messages were fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ at His first coming, Luke 16:16, Matthew 5:22-28; Colossians 2 and 2 Corinthians 3 with Hebrews chapters 7, 8, 9, and 10, and the entire book of Galatians, but note well chapter 4.

          
2.  
Jesus Christ took the Law away and nailed it to His Cross, 2 Cor.3. 

          
3.   
He established a second covenant, more glorious and better than the first covenant.

By His coming in the flesh, Jesus Christ has fulfilled all that was before His first coming, Acts 3:14-26.
When any practice or system is brought over from the old system and placed in the new system, it is a part of the system of Antichrist and is headed up in religion by the Man of Sin.
The spirit and message of Antichrist are defined in 

I John chapters 2-5.
The attitudes and influences of the Man of Sin are presented in 

2 Thess. chapter 2.
Law and grace do not mix, John 1:16, 17.
What was introduced by Moses, as the Law of Moses,  was added because of transgressors, Gal. 3:17-19 only to last until the Coming of the seed, or Jesus Christ.

Now, saints are taught  how to live by the grace of God, Titus 3.

Any effort to bring over the Old System and make it a part of the New System is a denial that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, or that He failed to do at His first coming what He was sent to do.  Please read Daniel 9:23-27 in the Greek Old  Testament.

Therefore, it is Antichrist to bring over either a part or a whole of the Old System and use it as a part of the New System.  In this way the Man of Sin Sits in the physical remains of the Temple of God.
IN PARTICULAR NOTE
     
1.   
THERE WAS A PHYSICAL HIGH PRIEST IN A PHYSICAL  TEMPLE OF GOD, no more, such is Antichrist.

     
2.   
There was a natural priesthood guaranteed by natural succession, such is no more, but is of Antichrist.

    
3.   
There once was a union of the O. T. civil state  with the O. T. church in Israel and it was supported by a forced tax, or tithe such is no more but is of Antichrist.

     
4.   
There was once an O. T. Church built on the natural offspring wherein each person born by nature into that political state was also made a natural member of that natural church.  No more, such is of Antichrist.

     
5.  
There was once a natural rite to be performed on the natural offspring when they were eight days old, no more, now it is of Antichrist.

     
6.   
Today this is called infant baptism. Pedobaptism takes the place of infant's circumcision. It is a compromise between the New Testament and the Old Testament Systems.  Infant baptism, both by dipping and sprinkling, is an old heathen or pagan rite. Pagan Christianity adopted it during the forth century in order to make the Christian religion less offensive to the pagans and the Jews.  It is of Antichrist.

REMEMBER:

     
Catholicism began its outward development to bridge the gap between Judaism and Christianity in the fourth century. Along the way, it included most Pagan rites and superstitions. A King who practiced the secret sex-habits of the old Babylonians, developed Protestantism in England, In the sixteenth century. He started the Church of England. Other Roman Catholic Priests in Europe, who broke from the Pope, established Protestantism in their natural kingdoms.  In the 16th Century, the Puritans sought to reform the English Protestants.  In the late 17th century, low grace men in England tried to unite the General and Particular Baptists by making their baptism and churches one and the same. These same men started recognizing the Pedobaptists as brethren and going to their meetings.  Soon, some of the Baptists were embracing Jewish doctrines denying the deity of Jesus Christ, teaching Arminianism and even final salvation for all men and devils.  In the 18th, century the Predesterians of England were Protestantized by the likes of John Gill and John Brine through their writings.  In the 19th century, the Baptists of America, in the South, were ruined and crushed by the American Civil War and other terrible acts. Most of the Baptists in the North had already been ruined and crushed by the joint forces of Semi-Unitarianism, Unitarianism, Arminianism and Naturalism.  So, now, in this century, what do the saints have?  They have mostly the modern Baptist churches.  These modern Baptist churches are the composite collection of most false doctrines, practices and order that has been evolving in Babylon for nearly 6,000 years.  Go to the so-called Sovereign Grace Baptists and what is there?  Mostly they are a dipped form of Puritanism. They feed off a mixture of Calvin, the Puritans, Gill and A. W. Pink,  Among the different Old School Baptists there is a mixture of unregenerate members and unregenerate and uncalled ministers with the dipped practices of the Quakers and Methodists.  These anti-predestination Primitive Baptists hold the theology of Plato as defined in his Republic.  They don't even know it.  So the Man of Sin sits in the physical remains of the Temple of God by means of his ministers who preach and teach all these systems.  The poor, seeking children of God try to find the heavenly city. The ministers of Antichrist led them to the Cities of the Nations.  Soon, they realize this and start out again in search of what Abraham, Isaac and Jacob never found, Hebrews 11 and 12.

     
Yet, all has not been lost.  Hidden to the world and the modern churches, God has preserved a few, a little flock, a remnant, a church of First Born ones who are without spot before the Throne of God.  These are the ones who follow the Lamb wheresoever He goes.  They are the ones Satan makes war against with great wrath.  They are the ones who have gone into God's Temple and therein have been made Pillars by Jesus Christ Who has written the name of His God, the Name of the City of His God, and His New Name upon them,  Rev. 3:12, 13.

IN RECAPITULATION
     
In the late 1950s and the early 1960s, God gathered many of His saints to the old faith of God's elect.  In the past few years, God has gathered many saints not only to the old Faith, but also the old order, worship and works of God's elect.  Those whom God brings to the old Faith, Order, Worship and Works of God's elect are as those who walk about in a dream.  They wonder if such is really happening to them. Are they really seeing the Lord return and turn the captivity of His people, His spiritual Israel?  They believe they are hearing the Lord's loud and clear call to come out of Babylon before she is destroyed.

     
Those who have a reason to hope they are the saints of God can testify of the seals and consolations of God, by His Holy Spirit, as a witness within, upon their inner man and their mind as they experience the times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.  The preaching of the Word, the hearing of the Word, the observation of the ordinances, the singing of the old hymns and the fellowship of the apostolic order, is delighted in among those who have been brought away from the physical remains of the Temple of God in which the Man of Sin Sits.  Those saints who have been brought into the land of Jesus Christ and given rest, have found, as they can testify, if their heart does not deceive them, what they were missing in their former Christian experience. By being brought into the land, into the houses, into the vineyards of Jesus Christ, and seeing Him make the wilderness into a fruitful place, and sharing in His reward with Him as His co-heirs, enables them to see that indeed the Man of Sin does sit in the physical remains of the Temple of God.  But no matter, they no longer seek the living among the dead because they are in the true and proper new, living Temple of God which He has been pleased to raise up again in these last days.

John Spilsbery concluded his Treatise of Baptism by saying:

The Gospel Church  is Now Come Into Her Own Land


And now being come into her own land, as of old was signified, Ezek. 26:24, 25; which is, into a visible covenant with God, or union with Christ, and so becoming His own, she is now to be washed with water in baptism, as Ezek. 16: 8, 9; Matt. 28:19; Eph. 4:5.  And thus being in Covenant with God by faith in Jesus Christ, in which their state consists, and so the agreement made, and the covenant passed between them, now the seal is sit to, which is the outward ordinance of Baptism, to confirm the same; which being done, she is then to enter upon her holy communion in all the rest of God's holy ordinances thereunto belonging, for her comfort and well being, so that communion in any thing is from union first with the same.




A Treatise of the Lawful Subject of Baptism, London; 1643, 1651 and Magazine, Arkansas, 1993, page 72.

The War in Heaven

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; and she being with child cried travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered, and there appeared another wonder in heaven;. and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads, and ten horns and seven crowns upon his heads. And his trail drew the third part of the starts of heaven, and did cast them to the earth; and the dragon stood before the woman which was read to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.  And she brought forth a man child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron, and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.  And the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore years. And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  And that great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan, which deceived the whole world; he was cast out into the earth, and his angels with him.  

Revelation 12:1-9.

Note the following points:


1.
The woman is the heavenly Jerusalem, the Spiritual Sarah, the New 


Temple or the Gospel Church, as so explained by all Baptist 



commentators before Scofieldism.


2.
The place of her location is, heaven.  She never leaves heaven.


3.
The devil is also in this heaven. 


4.
The devil, while in heaven, stood ready to devour the Man-child as soon as 


He was born.


5.
The devil casts the third part of the stars of heaven down to the earth 


(these are his ministers or angels).


6.
The woman is ready to be delivered and does deliver a man-child.


7.
The devil stands before the manchild, ready to devour it as soon as it is 


born.


8.
The manchild is born, and then caught up to God and His throne 



immediately.


9.
This manchild is to rule all nations;

        10.
The woman flees into the wilderness where God takes care of her.

        11.
Then comes the war in heaven and Michael fights with and overcomes 


Satan.

        12.
The dragon and his angels fought against Michael, but they lost.

        13.
Their place was found no more in heaven.  They were cast out to the earth.

        14.
Being now cast to the earth, the devil and his angels cast out a flood 


after the woman and the remnant of her seed.

        15.
The earth helps the woman so that she is preserved.  The devil then makes 

war with some of her seed who are overcome and destroyed by the devil 


and his angels.

Note the Following:

A.
Several events take place while both Satan and his angels are in heaven.


B.
They overcome and destroy a third of the stars therein.


C.
They seek to devour the Man-Child who is caught up to God's throne.


D.
Satan and His angels are cast down to the earth where they resume their 


fight against the woman and the remnant of her seed.


E.
To do this Satan uses a flood of false doctrines.  When this does not work 


he uses a Holy War or a Crusade.


E.
The fight is against the woman and the remnant of her seed, but not the 


Manchild.

IMPORTANT POINTS


A.
The woman, her Man-Child and the remnant of her seed, are all in heaven, they NEVER leave heaven even when they flee into the wilderness after the man-child is caught up to God and His throne.   When she is in the wilderness and the Man-child is caught up to God and His Throne, they are all still in heaven. The woman, the man-child and the remnant of her seed never fall to the earth like the third part of the stars did. They are not cast out to the earth like Satan and his angels are.  (Note there is a difference between a fall and being cast down.)


B.
After the fall of the devil and his angels, they are limited to the earth and earthly things.   The earth helps preserve the woman by opening up its mouth and taking in the great flood from Satan.  This preserves the woman.


C.
The woman, her man-child and the remnant of her seed are all heavenly even though they are on this earth.  They are not of the earth nor in union with the earth as a part of its beings and inhabitants.  Jesus said to His: "Ye are not of this world even as I am not of this world."

THE INTERPRETATION

1.
The HEAVENS are God's presence in the spiritual world. Those who are in union with Him, by Jesus Christ are in that presence.  These are not the physical heavens even though God's heaven is interwoven among the physical heavens and earth.


2.
The EARTH is that area, including all persons and systems in union with it, which is natural and not spiritual.  It is not limited to the physical creation, but includes those who are earthly.  They are in union with it and spring from it or are cast down to it.  Satan, his angels and the fallen stars are in union with the earth and its system.  The fallen stars are his ministers in his false churches.  These churches and ministers may have all the outward appearances of the true gospel church and ministry, but they have only the form and not the power. Christ turns the saints away from them.  Christ causes them to seek the living among the living.


3.
The Woman is the visible manifestation of the government and presence of the eternal Trinity of Divine Beings in and over the lives of the saints.  She existed under the O. T. She exists now under the New Testament.  She was in bondage to the Law system for a time during the O. T. age.  She was in that bondage because she was interwoven with a natural and national system in Carnal Israel. God added the earthly system of Moses because of transgressions.  When John baptized Jesus Christ the heavens were opened unto Him and He ascended from the earthly system of Moses into the heavens, Matt. 3 and John 3:11-17. In union with Him, she too was loosed from that earthly and added system and carried into the heavens. When Jesus came forth out of her for His death and burial, at His baptism, Satan sought to destroy him at the cross.  Of course, he did not.  Christ ascended up even higher in the heavens, to the very throne of God.  He is there now. She is still in heaven, but not yet at God's Throne as Christ is.  She is no longer under bondage to the added system of the law.


4.
The Man-Child is Jesus Christ Who came forth for His death, burial and resurrection at His baptism.  Immediately, Satan sought to destroy Him, Matthew 4. Satan made war against Christ, in every way possible, from His baptism to His resurrection.  Now Satan does this to Christ's members.  Christ will put a stop to this at His glorious Second Coming.


5.
The remnant of her seed are those gospel churches which are begotten by her, through her able ministers of the New Covenant during this great age of all ages, the church age.


6.
The earth helps the woman by opening up her mouth and swallowing up the flood out of Satan's mouth, which shows that the false ministers and church members are those who receive the flood of heresy and error sent forth from Satan.   God's living children do not receive it, that is, they may be under bondage to it, but it is never received inwardly by them.  They know something is wrong, something is not right, but they know not what is lacking until the Lord carriers them up higher in heaven.  When Jesus carries His own up higher into heaven, then they too can look back or down and see the often recurring flood from Satan's mouth and the way those of the earth help the woman and receive it up in distinction from her members and ministers.  The members and ministers who take in what comes from Satan's mouth, by that, distinguish themselves as reprobates who live on his water, his spirit, his doctrines and his ordinances.


7.
Because Satan is not able to reach the woman with his flood (his false baptism and all it stands for) out of his mouth, he makes wars with the remnant of her seed, but not with her.   When the saints cannot be overcome by false doctrine and brought in an unholy union with Satan, he starts holy wars and crusades against them.  Note all this by the Catholics and the Protestants.


In this Scripture we find both the war against Christ and His saints.  Both against the mother Church at Jerusalem, made up of the natural Hebrews who were born from above and in Christ's gospel faith, order, worship and works, and her remnant, her gospel children, the Gentile churches.  They are both spiritual Jews Rom 2; Deut. 30:6.  They both have the inward circumcision or the new birth, and the outward circumcision of Christ, heaven's baptism Col. 2.  These circumcisions both cut off and separate the old man and his old way of life from the new man and his new way of life.  The inward circumcision does this as the inner man is freed from the power and dominion of the old man and his lord, Satan.  This begins in a manifested walk in Christ's gospel circumcision, baptism, as the saint leaves the earthly foreskin or false covering of natural religion with its natural or legal righteousness behind and starts his manifest and orderly walk with Jesus Christ in His heavenlies.

WITH CHRIST IN THE HEAVENS

You will note that Michael prevailed against Satan and cast him and his angels down to the earth AFTER the MAN-CHILD was caught up to God's Throne. This occurred at both the cross and Christ's ascension to His Father, as the Great High Priest, after His resurrection.  After His resurrection Christ walked no more with both the Jews and His church members.  No more did He go to the Jewish Temple and their Synagogues.  He only dwelt with His church and spoke to them only about the things concerning the Kingdom of God, Acts 1:1-12.  He did this for forty days.

You will also note that there is no longer any war going on in heaven.  That is because the Saints, now, are not involved in a legal or natural system as they were under the Old Covenant.  You will see that the war goes on only on the earth.  It does reach the saints and over comes them only outwardly, but never their heavenly standing or inner man.  This earthly war can only hurt the earthly or natural part of the saints.


Satan's flood never reaches into heaven.  The earth grabs it all up first.  No matter what,  Satan can never reach our inner man so as to destroy him and separate him from his union and communion with Christ.  There may be times when these things are not as evident as they are at other times, but our sense of these things has nothing at all to do with the being of these things.  Our citizenship is in heaven where Christ is.  That speaks of our standing right now, while we are on this earth, in this physical life, we are citizens now of the UNSEEN WORLD, the SPIRITUAL LAND, and the HEAVENLY CITY.

Carried into the Heavens
SCRIPTURAL INSTANCES OF OUR UNION WITH JESUS CHRIST
I.   
Briefly stated our ELECTION union with Jesus Christ is denoted by the force of 
the preposition en.


A.
Ephesians 1:1-3:



Paul an Apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God to the Saints being 

IN Ephesus and faithful IN Christ Jesus.  v. 1.



1.
Their geographical location  IN Ephesus.



2.
Their union location, IN Christ.



3.
Observe, they were in Christ Jesus just as much as they were in 



Ephesus.



Grace to you and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 



v. 2.



Blessed the God and Father of the Lord of Us, Jesus Christ, He who having 

blessed us IN every blessing spiritual IN the heavenlies IN Christ.  v. 3.



IN whom also we were chosen as His inheritance. . . . v. 11.


B.
2 Tim. 1:9: 



The One having saved us and having called us with a Holy Calling, not 


according to the works of us but according to our purpose and grace, given 


to us IN Christ Jesus before times eternal.

Conclusion on EV:

1.
Used of our spiritual location and standing or dwelling in Jesus Christ.


2.
Used to show all the spiritual blessings God gives to His Saints and 


faithful ones, who are in the heavenlies and with Christ.


3.
The Saints were also chosen in Christ to be His special inheritance.


4.
God's grace was given to us IN Christ Jesus before the world began.

II.
Now Note Our Union From Sun.


A.
Rom. 6:8:



But if we died with Christ, we believe that also we shall live with Him, 



(We shall live is a compound for from suzeomen.)  The entire context of 


Romans 6-8 shows that we live together with Him now.


B.
Rom. 8:32:



But on behalf of us all delivered Him, how not also with Him all things 


to us will He freely give?


C.
2 Cor. 13:4:



For indeed He was crucified out of weakness, but He lives by the power of 


God, For indeed we are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the 


power of God toward you.


D.
Col. 2:13:



and you dead being in the trespasses and in the uncircumcision of the flesh 

of you, He co-quickened you with Him, forgiving you all the trespasses;


E.
Col. 2:20:



If ye died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as living in 


world are ye subject to its decrees:


F.
Col. 3:3:



For ye died, and the life of you has been hidden with the Christ in the 


God;


G.
Col. 3:4:



Whenever the Christ is manifested, the life of us, when also ye with Him 


shall be manifested in glory.


H.
Col. 3:9:



Lie not one to another seeing ye have put off the old man with the 



practices of him;


I.
I Thess. 5:10:



The One having died concerning us, in order that whether we watch or we 


sleep together with Him we may live.

III.
However, this union is not expressed ONLY by the terms EN or SUN.  There are 
a number of compound words, Greek words joined with sun, which express our 
UNION experiences with Jesus Christ.


A.
Col. 2:12, 13:



co-buried with Him in the baptism, in whom also ye were co-raised 


through the faith of the power of the God raising Him out from among 


the dead ones;


B.
2 Tim. 2:11:



If we co-died with Him, also we shall co-live with Him;


C.
Eph. 2:21:



In whom all the house being co-fitted together grows into a temple holy 


in the Lord;


D.
Eph. 4:16:



(Christ) out of Whom all the body being co-fitted together through every 


band of the supply according to the power in measure of one each part the 


growth of the body makes for house of itself in love;


E.
Eph. 4:3:



Being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the co-bond of peace, there 


is one body and one spirit,


F.
Col. 3:14:



and not holding the head, out of whom all the body by means of the joints 


and co-bands being supplied and being co-joined together will grow with 

the growth of the God.



G.
Col. 3:14:



Over all and these the love, which is the co-bond of completeness.


H.
Rom. 8:17:



But if little children, also heirs, heirs on one hand of God, co-heirs on the 


hand of Christ, since we co-suffer with Him in order that also we may be 


co-glorified together with Him;

Please note the following statements:

I.
Eph. 2:6:



and co-raised us up and co-seated us with in the heavenlies in Christ 


Jesus;


J.
Col. 3:1:



If therefore ye were co-raised in the Christ, the things above seek, where 


the Christ is at the right hand of God sitting;


K.
I Pet. 5:13:



Greets you the (church) in Babylon, co-elected with you and Mark the son 

of me;


L.
Rom. 6:4:



We were co-buried together with Him through the baptism into the 


death, in order that as was raised Christ out from the dead ones through 


the glory of the Father, so also we in newness of life might walk.


M.
Eph. 2:22:



in whom also ye being co-builded together into a dwelling place of the 


God in spirit.


N.
Eph.  3:6:



to be the nations co-heirs and co-body and co-sharers of the promise in 


Christ Jesus through the gospel,


O.
Matt. 27:44:



but the also the robbers co-crucified together with Him reproached Him.


P.
John 19:32:



Came therefore the soldiers, and of the first broke the legs and of the other 

the co-crucified with Him;


Q.
Rom.  6:6:



This knowing, that the old of us man was co-crucified, in order that the 


body of sin might be destroyed, the no longer to be a slave to sin;


R.
Gal.  2:19:



For I through the law to sin died, in order that to God I might live.  I have 

been co-crucified with Christ.

You will note our:

1)
Election Union which is invisible until it is manifested first in our 


quickening, during which we are given repentance and faith, both of 


Christ;



2)
Being crucified together with Him when He died on the cross, just as the 


thieves were so far as time is concerned, one having also an election union 

with Him; but the very same term used to picture the death of the two 


thieves also pictures our DEATH TO SIN WITH JESUS CHRIST.


3)
Being buried together with Christ, and the union which is known from 


our baptism, by which union, pictured in our baptism, we come forth to 


walk in newness of life;


4)
being raised up together with Christ, and being placed in the 



heavenlies together with Christ;


This occurs now in this life as we experience the results of our union with Jesus Christ.  The heavenlies speak of the government of Jesus Christ IN and OVER the saints in His faith, order, worship and works according to the gospel.  True, there will be an enlargement of this in the glorified age, but only because of our ability to comprehend more of the spiritual world.


The business of the everlasting covenant is to manifest or make visible:


1.
The Divine Beings and their common properties and attributes and their 


distinguishing properties;


2.
His election of His people and their union with Jesus Christ;


3.
Which union is both invisible and visible.

Present Blessings of Our Present Union With Christ

Because of our Union with Jesus Christ, He has carried us into the heavenlies with Him.  This only concerns the inner man now.  The entire man will be there in the Day of Christ.  The entire concept of being with Christ in the heavenlies takes in the inner man, in the New Birth, the mind, in gospel comprehension, and the physical man, in this life as he is brought into a gospel conformity in Christ's faith, order, worship and works.  While the concept of being with Christ in the heavenlies is ours now, and our inner man is therein, yet the mind and body must groan and travail in pain, crying to be delivered, Romans 8.

Why in Stages

Man is three-fold.  Therefore, his experience is threefold.  We pass from:


A.
Death to God, dead in sin, under bondage to sin, under Satan's power and 


dominion, to:


B.
Life in the inner man;


C.
Gospel Comprehension with the New Mind;


D.
Gospel conformity in manifest and visible order with the outward man.

CARRIED INTO THE HEAVENS AND GIVEN THE WITNESS SO WE CAN KNOW WHERE  WE ARE AND WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO US


This is the great Trinitarian experience John spoke about in I John 5.  The Trinity bears witness in heaven.  This is the place where the Saints now dwell.  There is no need for the witness in the presence of God above.  The Trinitarian witness is within the Saints because they need to know where they are and unto Whom they belong.  When this witness becomes manifest, in effectual calling and outward and visible gospel order, Satan rushes in with his flood and tries to overcome the Saints.  He tries to destroy the physical temple of the Holy Spirit, but cannot because our God has hedged us about, Remember Job!  We last here until we have finished our days and accomplished our work.  Satan also rushes in to God's Temple by means of his Man of Sin or his minister who preaches false doctrines and introduces false ways.  Therefore, it is necessary that the Saints have a continual, day by day witness or renewing upon the inner man.  God the Holy Spirit does this as a part of His Covenant work, Hebrews 8 and 9.

Satan's Flood and War

Satan's flood is the baptism of men with all its false doctrines and false organizations or human inventions.  When these do not work to overcome the elect, then Satan uses tribulations, wars, crusades and other horrible things to destroy the elect as they stand in Christ's faith, order, worship and works.  He hates the Gospel Temple and enters into it by means of his ministers so as to destroy it and the elect of God therein.  He fails because Christ continues the Temple elsewhere and maintains the saints with the grace of endurance. 

Arriving at the Day of Christ

The saints endure until their time for death arrives.  Then, they are taken into the unseen world. There, their understanding is opened so they can see the Spiritual World with all the great blessings therein.  Meanwhile, back on the earth, Satan is still busy seeking to overcome the Saints and the Temple of God in any way he can.  He always fails to bring about the total and complete destruction of the saints and God's Temple.  Death is only another stage we must pass through on our way to a greater conformity to Jesus Christ.  In this sense, the day of Christ has arrived for us in a personal way.


To arrive at the Day of Christ, His glorious and personal Second Coming, we must undergo many and often trials and tribulations, I Thess 3:2-8.  These only mean that our salvation is nearer then when we first believed.  This speaks of our total and complete salvation.  So when we see the cycle of God's providence worked out in our personal body and life, and then in the great Gospel Temple, we must realize it is only the ordering of God and never become alarmed or discouraged.  What He does now, we may not understand.  But we shall later on.


We must remember that only when we are with Christ in His sufferings and humiliation, there we find a greater communion with Him than anywhere else.  There we are able to experience His presence and power in a greater way then ever before.  There we are able to help others in a greater way than before, 2 Corinthians 1.  


So, to arrive at the Day of Christ and His Second Coming with our gathering together unto Him, where we shall admire Him and glorify Him as He should be, and we only can by being glorified, we must see the apostasy, the Man of Sin in the Temple of God and his revealing therein to God's elect.   As this happens, let us remember, this is no strange thing.  This is the will of God for us and His decreed course of providence.  We must always look to the final and great end, the 

DAY OF CHRIST.
IN CONCLUSION


Can you imagine a country were there are only two types of Baptists, the Particular and the General?  Can you realize a time when there were several Baptist churches in the same town or county, or the same state, and most of them held the Particular Baptist faith?  Can you think about what it would be like to walk away from home,  for days, and always find some Particular Baptist people?


This is the way it was in America.  Now, we are fortunate to find one Particular Baptist Church in each state.  True, there are more churches named Baptists, then ever before. True, there are more ministers who are called Baptists, then ever before, but there are fewer Particular Baptists than ever before in this country since their modern re-stablishemnt in the 1630s and 1640s.


In addition, remember, most Baptist churches in America, those over 150 years old, were constituted as Particular Baptist Churches.  True, it may have been a mild Particular Baptist faith and order, but none the less, it was a Particular Baptist faith and order.  I would say, the Man of Sin Sits in the visible remains of God's Temple all across America and the rest of the world.  


There has never been a time when the true Faith and Order has been held by so few, except in Noah's days.  Surely, we are approaching the Day of Christ's glorious and visible Second Coming.  When He comes, He will simply outshine Satan and His people will fly to Him with all speed.  What a day that will be!
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The Totality of the Man of Sin


As I have shown, the Antichrist system was alive and well in the Garden of Eden.  Satan is the Antichrist.  Soon after Adam's fall, Satan had a new Man of Sin, Cain.  Satan maintained Cain's system up to the flood. Ham and his wife carried it through the flood.  Following the flood, before the dispensation of the races, some of Ham's offspring built Babel.  Nimrod, a descendent of Ham, ruled in Babel and practiced the secret sex rites of the old Cainite religion. All their followers defied Nimrod and his wife, Sameramius.  She became the Mother of God and Queen of Heaven.  Of course, they had a Divine son.  During the Babylon Captivity apostate Hebrews joined some of the Hebrew religion with Nimrod's religion.  Judaism was born.  Judaism became the enemy of Jesus Christ and His system.


However, it must be remembered, that Judaism is only one form of the Antichrist's system  His system is in every organization and practice which is not one with Jesus Christ and His system and practice.  It is made up of all human inventions and secret organizations as well as all extra church organizations and false ministers.


This system is characterized by the occultism of Babylon.  Sodomy and bestiality are accepted ways of life.  So are homosexuality and lesbianism.  This system came from  the East into the West.  It takes in all the areas of human existence.  The last phase is in the Gospel Church, the Temple of God.


The Antichrist system will be headed up by a fake God-race in the flesh.  This fake God-race will seek to establish a carnal age of social utopia over the world.  They will rule from Jerusalem, were also our Lord was crucified, Rev. 11. Study well I and 2 John for a proper definition of the Antichrist's system of religion in its purest form.


The main occult text books are the Cabballa, the Talmud and other religious, occult works of like nature.  The principle secret organizations are the Illuminate, the Masons and the Knights of Columbus.  Of course there are many other lodges in addition to these.  They are all interrelated without out the regular and ordinary members knowing it.


Phariseeism took over the German Universities in the late 1700s.  It spread into England and America in the early and middle 1800s.  This system has been known among the English Baptists as the Downgrade Controversy.  In America it became known in the South as Whitsittism.  In the North, it came in unawares for the most part.  See my Critical Lectures on Baptist Succession. 


Such groups as the Jesuits and the Fundamentalists of Irving and Darby have fostered this system in a great way.  The English Banking systems have likewise done very well in this system.  They have produced most of the modern Revolutions and Wars in the Western world. 


The American Civil War became the second major battle fought in the Western World.  The first was the French Revolution.  The Russian Revolution was next and then came the First and Second World Wars.  By the time these were all over, the old Biblical Christianity, in the Western World, was almost gone.   During the American Civil War General Albert Pike, a traitor Southern General, united most secret lodges and established the new and reformed Paladin Rite of Masonry.  This type of occultism would soon rule in all the major seminaries.  I will never forget my first visit to Rochester, NY where I studied at the library of the American Baptist Historical Society. I was amazed to see the signs of the Zodiac inlaid into the chapel floor.


Since 1945 the entire Western world has changed.  The international Bankers rule without any questions.  Morals are like Sodom and Gomorra.  Men rape and abuse women freely.  Women return this violence against men by aborting their babies. The entire fields of the Media, Music and the Stage have all been captured.  There is no longer any freedom of speech or religion left in America.


In religion, the a-moral occultism of Babylon has captured the Roman Catholics, the Protestants and finally the Baptists.  This has all taken place by Pseudo conversions. The foundation of the free world is the home.  The home has been the last battleground to be conquered.  It has been taken also.  The last form of the Christian home will be forced into the wilderness by the year 2,000 or before by means of the new educational concepts known as America 2,000.  Education is moving into mind control rather than mental preparation.  When this is done then all religions will be taken over by the occult.


During the final days of George Bush's presidency, he ordered American citizens, out in the northwest United States, to be murdered.  American Federal troops were assisted by foreign troops in joint operation with American Federal troops on American soil. Joint American and foreign troops murdered innocent American citizens on American soil.  They were and still are innocent of any criminal charges.


During the early days of the Bill Clinton's presidency, he ordered many American citizens to be murdered near Waco, Texas. Those American citizens were and still are innocent of any criminal activities.  They are dead.


These outrages would not have been tolerated in America 20 years ago.  Now they are accepted as the normal way of dealing with co-called cults.


Most of the states have ruled already that the STATE OWNS THE CHILD, the parents do not.  Home schooling, the foundation of America, is becoming outlawed or so strongly regulated by the State that it is almost none existent.  Kathi Simonds' A Critique of America 2000, An Educational Strategy, can be ordered from Citizens for Excellence in Education, P. O. Box 3200, Costa Mesa, Ca 92628; Phone is 714-546-5931.


The health care reforms will further enforce the Antichrist's hold upon all human beings.  Aids is a man made virus.  Without health care, most Americans will become exposed to Aids.  Soon, you will have to have the 6 6 6 chip in your hand or upon your forehead.  If you do not, you will receive no medical help or money.


Real money has long been gone from the Western World.  Soon paper money will all give way to electric money which is controlled by the 6 6 6 credit cards.  This will be an extension of the Social Security System. The 6 6 6 system is already assigned to children at birth.  Computer spans are becoming universal very rapidly.  The Wal-Mart Super Centers are the establishment flagships for economic control. Soon there will be a world-wide IRS system which controls all the banks.  There will be no hiding places for money in any form.


What will the outcome be for real Christians?  The same as it has always been. They will learn to endure hardships.  They will realize they are dependent upon Christ as they have always been without realizing it.  Christ will not start taking care of His people.  He has always been taking care of His people. He will simply make this known more during these terrible times of great tribulation.


Therefore, remember, Jesus Christ is responsible for His sheep both now and in the world to come, John 10.  He will use His ways and means to accomplish His decrees.  Soon, He will put a stop to all Satan's efforts.  The universal Darkness of Antichrist will vanish when the

SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ARISES WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS
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